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A message from SU 


The last couple of SUs have been a little later than usual, primarily due to major 
stories unfolding just as we're off to the printers. So to all those who rang and 
queried where their copy was, thanks, we took it as a compliment! 

Studs Up now goes into recess for the Christmas period, which means you'll have 


to wait about six weeks for your next SU. But it will be worth the wait, and you'll 
have it in your hands before you head off to see Terry Venables and ‘his' 
Socceroos. The deadline for material for SU20 is January 3. Let's make it the 
best one yet. After all, TV himself will need something to read on those long, 
long, long, long, flights... 
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Christmas (tree) comes early? 


On Saturday Jan 18, 1997, another new era begins in Australian soccer. White most of the 
country will plonk themselves down in front of the box to watch (hopefully) Australia take on the 
West Indies or Pakistan in the first cricket final in Sydney, the nations soccer fans will be glued 
to procedings at Melbourne's Bob Jane Stadium where Terry Venables will lead an Australian 
squad into battle for the first time. The composition of that squad will be the most scrutinised in 
recent history, with everyone eager to discover just what influence TV will have when it comes 
to Euro-based player availability. 

Perhaps, he will have none. Both Venables and Raul Blanco appear content to contest the 


“Optus World Saccer Series‘ with a 22 man squad of predominantly domestic-based players, 


while the Euroroos and Japaroos will come under consideration for the expected friendlies in 
Europe in March. On that basis, the OWSS will be little more than a revenue-raiser for 
SocAus, with the actual games being little or no guide to the likely squad for the final WC 
qualifiers next year. Ditto the playing formation. Venables has proven he is far from rigid when 
it comes to his preferred 'Christmas Tree’ system, and while it is expected Australia will 
continue to use a sweeper, nothing else can be taken for granted. Don't be surprised to see 
Australia use a variety of formations and players will be expected to become far more flexible 
than they were under Eddie Thomson, 


So, does this make the OWSS a pointless exercise? No, far from it. SocAus will get an 
early indication of just how important Venables will be in their attempts to drag soccer into the 
mainstream of Australian sport, as the commercial! television networks will be climbing over 
each other in thelr efforts fo scoop‘ the opposition. Just as important will be Venables' appeal 
to the hundreds of thousands of English migrants who may be curious enough to attend future 
internationals. If he can achieve that, then the people whingEing about his supposedly high 
salary wili have to find something else to whine about. 

In fact the only real disappointment with the whole Venables deal hes been the widespread 
negative reaction. There is no point waffling on about individuals here (there is plenty of that 
throughout this issue) but it's about time some of the ‘old guard’ both in administration and 
media just gave it away. You don't need to have been intimately involved in the sport to have a 
valid opinion, and just because you've been a national feague coach or television pundit for 
fifteen years doesn’t mean you're always right. 

While it is perfectly understandable (in a patriotic sense) that some people insist the national 
coach should be Australian, or learnt his soccer in Australia, or at least based in Australia, the 
Thomson era should have proved to those people that such a situation is no longer possible. 
ET himself will tell you that. Critics also claim that Venables will also impose an English style 
on our players. Why? Terry is too smart to try and change players’ habits within ten months. 
He knows that if he can get our strongest possible team on the park then we will have a side 
capable of defeating many other countries, including the ‘fourth-ranked' Asian nation. 


Which brings us to our major reservation. Other than a trip to China in May (which may yet 
prove to be extremely useful), Venables' experience with Asian football is limited. On that 
basis you would think that he would be keen to get to the Asian Cup Finals. Wrong. 

Terry seems happy enough to work off videos, and that is enough for us to be extremely 
worried. We would have thought that he would have been in Doha making copious quantities 
of notes on all the teams and players. After all, many of those countries will be looking for 
friendlies over the next six months and there's nothing like meeting the coaches to discuss the 
future. If Raul Blanco doesn’t make it fo the UAE, Soccer Australia will have some serious 
explaining to do, 


A quick word on Joe Simunic 


Goodbye 


End 


Rasic, without even the benefit of a national league Jet alone world class stars, moulded a 
team good enough to make the 1974 World Cup while Arok's passion for the green & gald 
inspired teams short on talent but long on commitment to some great results. But the times gla 
they are a changin’. Well, actually, they've already changed. whey 


Despite the bleatings from the old guard, Harry Georgiadis is certain 


It's time for a Euro-based coach 


LEE ! Neither Arok nor Rasic had to grapple with the problem of so many of our stars playing on orn: 
mt The idea of an overseas coach for the Socceroos had been discussed previously yet no the other side of the world. Eddie Thomson came into the job at a time when the trickle of 


—< one could scarcely have believed that exalted names such as Cruyff, Chariton and Venables 


would have given the Secceroo position a second thought. 

“Don't you mean Austria?” would have been their first reaction. It is an indication of the 
small time thinking prevalent in our game that we are conditioned to accept second best as 
our lot in life. Our first reaction was denia!. Surely a coach of Venables standing wouldn't 
give Australia a second thought when he could command a huge salary in Europe! 

Next came the scepticism. Could we afford the ex-England supremo? Eddie Thomson's 
salary was (by international standards) a measly $180,000 per year; barely enough to pay 
for a round of drinks at Scribes (especially if Tony Adams was shouting) and definitely not 
enough to keep a top European coach in cigars, sheepskin coats and fedoras. 


No problem, replied David Hill, the unconfirmed report of an annual salary of A$400,000 
was acceptable to Venables. Would Venables agree to rove to Australia? Welt, he 
wouldn't have to, he could spend eight months in London overseeing the preparations of our 
Euroroos while visiting the colonies for the rest of the year, keeping up to date (with Raul 
Blanco) on the two or three lacally based players who have a realistic chance of making the 
full Socceroo squad. 

Although it had been rumoured for a week, Venables appointment still registered a 9.9 
on the richter scale of great footballing shocks. The reaction varied from surprise, elation 


and anger. Rale Rasic, Frank Arok and professional cynics like Jack Reilly led the chorus of . 


criticism. Les Murray began to question Venables credentials even before his appointment. 
The stereotype goes that if you employ an English coach you will invariably get route-one 
football; accusations made by people who wouldn't recognise a Terry Venables from a 
Graham Taytor. If you follow that logic then employing a Brazilian coach will have us 
playing samba soccer. Perhaps we could employ a German; | hear Rudi Gutendorf is 
looking for a gig. 

No, Venables isn't the greatest coach in the world but he is a darn sight better than most. 
Can anyone question Venables appointment while seriously putting forward any local 
coaches. An NSL championship does not a great coach make. 


Others pointed out that because our path to France ‘98 is relatively easy, why should we 
throw good money after bad on a foreign coach when my grandmother could coach the 
Socceroos to the World Cup? Well, it all boils down to haw well we want to do in France. 

If merely qualifying is enough then maybe we should hire the go!den girls. Do we want to 
make up the numbers, be gallant first round losers or qualify for the second round? 
Do we want to emulate Greece or Nigeria? 

The two most successful Socceroo coaches, Rale Rasic and Frank Arok, voiced concern 
at having the Aussie coach spending more time in London than Sydney. It is this arrange- 
ment that has angered most locals. Local coaches, players and media pundits have taken 
this as a personal insult on their ability and of the A-league itself. Do local coaches think 
they are better credentialled than Venables? And realistically, how many locally based 
players think they deserve a place in the full Socceroo squad let alone the team? 

Popovic definitely, Kalac and Tobin probably. After that trio, the international talent poot 
becomes pretty shallow. In some Ericsson Cup teams it dries up completely. 


As for Venables not appreciating the local style or temperament of our players, are we 
trying to build a successful team or conduct a social experiment? What most critics fail to 
appreciate is that the role of the Socceroo coach must adapt to changing times. Rasic and 
Arok were ideally suited to the serni-professional days of the 1970's and 1980's. 


players moving overseas turned into a flood. This has added a new dimension to the Aussie 
job that only ET can appreciate. Organising a Socceroo get-together in 1996 is not just about 
picking a date and a venue but taking into account the club commitments of players in several 
leagues, trying to gain releases in the face of club hostililty and fictitious injuries "Sorry Eddie, 
can't make it, my club has told me my hamstring is playing up again". 


_ Many others are frightened of risking lucrative club careers for the Socceroos, Eddie 


Thomson found the grind of the long haut too much, spending days travelling around Europe 
trying to keep in touch with our Euroroos and spending more time checking in and out of 
airports and hotels than on the training track. 


Perhaps Arok is right when he says that foreign based players lose their commitment to 
the Socceroos when they leave our shores. Perhaps the mega-rich Euroroos don't have the 
commitment of a Peter Wilson, Charlie Yankos, Steve O'Connor or Mehmet Durakovic and 
have a take-it-or-leave-it approach to representing Australia but does anyone seriously 
believe the majority of our squad should be made up of locally based players? Having a 
coach in Europe who will be in more regular contact with the players is the way forward. 
Already the positive reaction by all our Euroroos suggests that they are looking to his 
appointment and the Socceroos with renewed enthusiasm. The prestige of Venables will also 
ensure that the quality of our opposition will also be greatly increased. We can only speculate 
on the number of calls made by SocAus trying to arrange friendlies in Europe, but the fact 
that we have only received one confirmation (Scotland) suggests that most calls have been 
met with a confused "you're from Soccer who?" 


The Venables appointment is a massive coup for David Hill but it still leaves several un- 
answered questions and potential problems. If Venables quit as England manager because 
pending legal action against Spurs interfered with his ability to coach the side, then would he 
not encounter the same problem coaching the Socceroos? Also, the sheer quantity of our 
Euroroos has surprised Venables himself. The players (like Bosnich, Okon and Zelic) that he 
would be aware of are only the tip of the iceberg. What of the other estimated one hundred 
Aussies in Europe? Players such as Skoko, Horvat and Schwarzer - who may have a part to 
play in our World Cup campaign - but who may be unknown to Venables. Do they and 
countiess others risk being frozen out of the picture in favour of British based Aussies? 

It's imperative that Raul Blanco and Les Scheinflug are used to assist Venables in 
identifying the whereabouts of our Socceroos, their form and ability. In less than twelve 
months Venables needs a crash course in Australian soccer. If he is to develop a side to 
perform creditably in France ‘98 he can't afford to waste time traipsing through Europe 
‘discovering’ our players. London may be his base, but to do justice to the job he will have to 
travel around Europe meeting and talking to players. It's also vital that the locally based 
players and coaches aren't totally excluded from the Socceroo set-up. We have a world class 
coach, let's use him when he is in Australia to lift standards on and off the pitch. 


The terms and conditions were such that Venables couldn't turn Hill's offer down. It fits in 
nicely with his current commitments at Portsmouth, allows him to look after his business 
interests, prepare his case against Spurs, live in London as well as fulfilling an ambition to 
coach at the World Cup Finals while not tying him to a long term commitment. 

Ultimately, David Hill has gone in search of a coach who will give our team the best 
possible opportunity of performing creditably in France and has not considered rewarding 
local time servers. For that, he should be congratulated, not castigated. 
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The Reaction - What Joe Public thinks... 


{ thought he quit the English post as he did not have enough time due to the court cases 
he has coming up? If so, how has he got the time for the Australian job as well as the 
Portsmouth job? Maybe he sees us as a semi-professional league who only needs a semi- 
professional attitude from our national coach? Regardless of this, if he gets us to the World 
Cup finals | will back him. - Graham Creed, Greystanes, NSW 


A great opportunity has come Australian soccer's way and I'm happy that SocAus has 
made the appointment. | really feel we're World Cup bound. - George Athanasiadis, 
Richmond, Vic - 


I'm surprised, | didn't believe a big name would sign. it will be fantastic for Australian 
soccer. My only concer is difficulty coaching split squads - i.e. UK based players and Aust. 
based, - Andrew Sammons, Melbourne (soon to be Landon) 


The appointment of TV will lift the whole profile and increase attention. All o/s based 
Australian players will make themselves more available to play for Australia to work under 
Venables, therefore increasing continuity of Australian sides. Best thing to ever happen to 
Australian soccer. - Jeremy Oakford, Doncaster, Vic 


The appointment of an overseas based coach, whether it be TV or anybody else is a 
joke! There are plenty of knowledgable and well credentialled Australians. If you want 
someone with a finger on the pulse in Europe, appoint them as a consultant or something, 
but in my opinion, the coach of a national side must be home based as he knows the 
players and most of the opposition they will face in trying to qualify for the World Cup. 

- Nick Apastolidis, South Yarra, Vic 


! am cautiously optimistic about Venables appointment. You can't doubt his coaching 
ability but i am concemed with the extra baggage he brings with him, in particular his court 
cases. If local coaches were better they would have been appointed, but they aren't so 
Soccer Australia had to search overseas. - Santo Caruso, Melbourne, Vic 


The real issue is not so much whether Venables is the right man for the job (he has the 
score on the board) but should a foreign coach or a focal man be leading Australia. Sure, in 
fantasy land it would be great to see Australia beat all with home-grown players and a 
home-grown coach. But in this shrinking world, the world game shops in the world market. 
{ft is no surprise to see a foreigner (be he Dutch, English, Brazilian or whatever) applying for 
the job to lead Australia. Venables should bring instant, higher credibility to Australian 
soccer. Could he even organise a game with England? Let's face it, they are the team aif 
the Aussie public love to beat. A well promoted match, and with soccer riding high in the 
public interest at present, we may see a record crowd. | feel that, providing we get the 
success on the field, the PR issue is the bonus that SocAus are paying the big bucks for. 

On the negative side, Venables could be another Rudi Gutendorf, experimenting with 
dozens of different players to no avail then going on his merry globetrotting ways. One can 
feel sorry for the equally capable home grown coaches who could devote more time and 
probably more commitment to the job, but how could they keep check on players abroad? - 
Paul Gearing, Moonee Ponds, Vic 


And finally... 

When you pay a moron like Thomson $200,000 then getting Venables for any amount is 
great, although some thoughts are that he's not much of a coach. The fact remains that he 
has a wealth of experience at far higher levels than our local coaches. Also his contacts will 
be invaluable. | look forward to seeing our best players playing against some real quality 
opposition. The publicity has been great also. When was the last time we got so much 
press from focal and international papers. Pity Les & Rauf remain. 

- Peter Athanasiadis, Richmond, Vic 
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Get the book out! 


Yellow card to South Meibourne who still have not set a date for their Annual General 

Meeting. When a certain SM member rang the club and spoke to a board member he was 

politely told "...it will be in December “, yet on Dec 3 when he received a letter from BUS 

(including merchandising pamphiets} there was no mention of the yet-to-be rescheduled trea 
AGM. Perhaps they're waiting for Angie's team to put together a winning streak? wes sor 


Yellow card to Optus Vision's Kick-Off program. When you've got a one hour program 
hosted by Robbie Wheatley and Berti ‘magnificent’ Mariani you'd reckon you could get sixty 
odd minutes of news, views and footage of the Ericsson Cup, right? Wrong. 

Unfortunately K-O dedicates the last twenty minutes or so to a round-up of the English (and 
occasionally Dutch) league, showing highlights of the Sunday and Monday games which 
have already been screened - in full - twice earlier in the week. The Nov 27 program was a 
classic exampte. David Ratcliffe and Nick Theodorakopoulos were studio guests who were 
happy to chat away on a variety of subjects, only for them to be shown the door just after 
half-time to make way for the overseas round-up. Sorry Optus, not’good enough! 


Yellow card to Johnny Warren for his comments at the beginning of the Ericsson Cup show 
Monday November 11. He remarked how well behaved the crowd was at the Sydney 
United v UTS game. For anyone there, they too would have noticed the three flares, the all- 
in brawl in the crowd and the can of drink thrown on the field just after the second penalty 
was awarded. Well-behaved??!! Not worthy of a booking? Okay, try this one. 

We don't have a problem with John's opposition to the Venables appointment, after all, to 
quote John, it's a game of opinions. But to be interviewed by SBS - the day after the 
appointment - wearing a Brazilian tracksuit top is just, well, worthy of a card. 


Yellow card to Con Diomis who is in danger of inheritirs: -: + ; ame ‘The Book' from 
Clive Thomas (remember that Welsh ref from 2 <.:"- . s.v ago?). Referees have a 
really tough job and are always going to attrac! ».:..2!sin, but players must shudder when 
they see him walking in to check their studs. Commonsense appears to be left in the refs 
change room on occasions, for example when Newcastle's Troy Halpin was booked for a 
‘nothing’ collision during stoppage time against the Knights. Some of us are starting to 
suspect Con may never have been on the park without a whistle... 


Yellow card to South Melbourne (again), this time advertising (on the scoreboard and the 
PA system) a special screening of their away match against Wollongong on November 8. 
The screening was due to begin around 10:00, based on the assumption that Optus would 
be showing the game ‘live’ (7:30 kick-off} and someone could get a tape to BUS on the 
double. Trouble was, Optus never planned to show the game ‘live’, due to cricket 
commitments. If someone had bothered to check the Optus Vision Program Guide (mailed 
out over two weeks earlier), well, you can probably guess the rest. 


Red Card to the Fleet Street hacks who see Venables appointment as a joke or more to the 
point see Australian soccer as a joke. Tabloidland's image of Australia obviously doesn't 
extend beyond Sir Les Patterson, Neighbours, Paul Keating touching up the queen and the 
obligatory boomerang and koala - not that we should be too surprised. Even Alan Hansen 
threw in his two cents worth in rubbishing Australia (and Asia) as a second-rate soccer 
backwater unworthy of Venables. He has obviously forgotten that it was this soccer 
backwater that produced Iran as its World Cup qualifier in 1978, a team that so embarassed 
the Jocks in Argentina they almost pushed the Willie Johnston drug scandal off the back 
pages of the Glasgow dailies. And if soccer in Australia is like bobsleighing for Jamaica 
then it can't be any worse than playing cricket for England. 
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"The womens game itself is not as 
cynical as the mens game". 


Nick Guoth talks to Tom Sermanni, coach of the Australian Womens 
team just weeks before he takes up an assistant coaching position (under 
ET) at Sanfrecce Hiroshima 


Q: The women recently had their national titles in Darwin. Has there been a lot of 
advancement in the players over the two past years, or since the 1995 titles in Adelaide? 
TS: What's changed is a lot of new, younger players are coming into the system and the 
national titles are probably taking a different significance over the last few years because of the 
success of the [TC programs. As a background, prior to the ITC's, the nationals were the be aif 
and end alf where the national feam was chosen. The players had to fund their own way to 
these events. Over the last two years, because of the changes in government funding, the fact 
that we have national camps, overseas tours and the [TC programs, the commitment of the 
players has grown enormously. 

In relation to the national titles over the last few years, some of the better players haven't been 
able to make the commitment to go. it's an avenue for players who haven't been seen and 
haven't been involved in the system to make an impression. So, the national titles are 
generally just one of several avenues we've got fo pick the national team. tn that way, it's hard 
to say the standard of the national tiffes has improved, but the number of players is now larger. 
Q: Where can you see womens soccer going in the next four years? 

TS: Our aim is to do well in the World Cup (USA 1999) and to get a medal in the Olympics in 
2000. We've got so many things in place to achieve that. Including the ITC programs, 
numerous camps and hopefully by mid-1998 we're going to have a full-time residential institute 
program. 

it can only continue in growth, much of the reason being that we have full-time coaches in the 
states working with us. We will have a new breed of player, one that is much more confident, 
has better opportunities and thinks a lot more about football. But the key factor is getting the 
things that players in the past did not get. | think with that in place we will have a lot more 
growth and far more depth in the national squad, and it's much easier for us to pick a team. In 
our recent camp we had eleven top players missing but each of the twenty-five there were of 
high quality. So the significance is that we are having far more players coming through and the 
attitude amongst the players is far more confident and willing. 


Q: Your formative years were in Glasgow - a kind of 'school of hard knocks’ - a stark 
contrast to the stylised womens game. In Glasgow in the sixties girls and women did 
not tend to even contemplate playing. How has that background prepared you primarily 
for the womens game? 

TS: My background has been very important, but in relation to coaching I've been very 
fortunate since I've come to Australia. | think my coaching has improved enormously because 
I've been able to see different types of coaching. I've been able to blend the competitive hard 
knocks area and what you need to survive with what I've seen here. 

The big thing that has helped, and particularly in relation to the womens game, was the actual 
coaching education I've received working with people like Ron Smith, Eddie Thomson and 
these kind of guys. This has helped my appreciation of football. 

The womens game itself is not as cynical as the mens game. It's more of a ‘how people want 
to appreciate sport' type of game. The competition is as fierce as it can get, but there's an 
appreciation and a sportsmanship in the game. As a player, I'd like to think of myself as a 
sportsman type player and that's probably helped me as well. I'm not a typical Glaswegian in 
character and that's probably helped me in coaching the women. 


Q: What is your history with regard to the women? 

TS: In 1993 | helped out with Steve Darby when he was the womens coach. | was asked to be 
the High Performance Coordinator. | was to prepare some training programs for the players. 
The reason for this was that the team had been abandoned for the previous two years and they 
hadn't really done anything. Government funding was due as well as the need to qualify for the 
1995 World Cup. 

Then after my involvement which | enjoyed, in mid-94 the funding came through and the 
position of national coach came up so | applied and was fortunate enough fo get it. 

Given {| had been involved since ‘93 they had encouraged me to apply for the job. 


Q: We qualified for the last World Cup, but we were knocked out in the group phase. 
Can you see us going that extra step? 


_TS: We missed qualification for the 1997 World Cup and later that year we lost to New AEF, 
Zealand and that was the kind of background to womens football. So, we had very little bss Sd ai 


preparation, very little success, very little growth and very few players coming onto the scene of = 
real good quality because the environment wasn't right. There was nobody really to blame for 
that; it's just the circumstances. So to qualify for the 1995 World Cup, we probably went in as 
underdogs to New Zealand but just managed to qualify. That gave us 6 months to improve for 
the World Cup, and in reality, that just wasn't enough time. 

We got a group with America, China and Denmark, any of those could have won the event. 
Coupled with the fact that it was the first time we had gone into an environment like that and a 
group that we would be hard pushed... there was actually a lack of confidence that we could 
have won things. { think that showed up in their performances in the World Cup. 

| think with these ITC programs in place we will have a different kind of athlete now and a 
different kind of approach to football. They will be much more confident and competitive and 
saying that all the other teams are getting better as well. As we go into the next campaign, we 
will have generally better confidence and higher expectations. The next World Cup is in 1999 
in the USA, so hopefully we will have qualified by 1998. 


Q: The IFC Challenge. Where do you see that heading? (The ITC Challenge involved 
teams from Qld, NNSW, NSW, NSW (Sydney), ACT, Vicand SA) ~ 

TS: The field is flexible at the moment. We have an age-group from 15-20 plus national team 
players. It's really got much of a national focus. We think it will continue in its present form for 
another year and a half. Then we will probably look at a more developmental focus where the 
players would have had the time in those environments and then go back into a club structure. 
Hopefully the national league would have taken off and we will have national league set-ups 
and then the ITC will be more like development programs to cater for slightly younger players. 
So, to expand, we are hoping two or three years down the track to have a solid foundation of a 
national league with national league players. We hope to have ITC's with developmental 
players. We hope to have the national titles and the state competitions. 


Q: What is the future with regard to tours, both from other countries coming here and 
the Australians going elsewhere? 

TS: The US team will be arriving on January 20th. We hope to have at least three 
internationals, one in Melbourne, one in Canberra and one in Sydney. There is just a need for 
the US to decide about a structure of these games. The South Koreans and the Japanese are 
both showing interest in coming out to Australia. It might be that one of them comes out just 
prior to that USA tour. What we will see over the next three years is teams coming out to 
prepare for the Olympics. We may be asked to be in a tournament in Europe in March. It is 
called the Algarve Cup, run by Norway, Sweden and Denmark, but held in Portugal. The event 
already includes Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland and Portugal with three ofher countries to 
be invited. They will be getting back to us later this month. So, hopefully we'll get into that and 
hopefully we will go to the US Womens Cup in June next year. These are two tours that are on 
the drawing board at the moment. In reality it is cheaper for us to travel, than have teams 
visiting. We can get the team together for three weeks and play nine or ten games. We can 
get used fo the realities of travelling and preparation for games, etc. Our geographical location 
makes it difficult to get things here. 
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Leon Keramaris looks on as Melbourne's newest Ericsson Cup club 
unveils the board members and, um, a lot of optimism. But at least 


CARLTON SOCCER CLUB IS A REALITY 


Four years ago a man by the name of Lou Sticca knocked on the doors of the Carlton 
Football Club and told the Blues of his vision to form a soccer club. A fresh, unique and 
innovative club for ALL the people of Melbourne to support. On the 25th of November 1996, 
the first truly visible signs of the club's existence were unveiled at a cocktail party held at 
Carlton's Social Club at Optus Oval. An exhibition womens soccer game on the lush turf of 
the ground was the backdrop to the invited guests and media, whilst a quartet of violinists 
added a certain ambience inside the social club. 

The bulk of those in attendance were the 400 life members who have all signed up and 
injected $400,000 into the club. An announcer welcomed all to “this historic night” for the 
Carlton SC and the official proceedings of the night began. Five board members were 
introduced: Lou Sticca, Jack Reilly and three businessmen (with strong links to the Carlton 
FC) John Valmorbida, Robert Shannon and Russell Sutton. The club is also using former 
Socceroo George Christopoulos as part of its consultative committee. George is also likely to 
become Australia's first licensed FIFA players agent. 


Blues President John Elliott spoke of his vision to Carlitonise the globe and make the 
Carlton name synonymous with success the world over. He also took a side shot at the AFL 
Commission and sarcastically emphasised he is looking forward to his “non-involvement" with 
the soccer club.’ David Hill then took the stage and commented that SocAus also look 
forward to his non-involvement and reiterated John Elliott's words - "Collingwood will and 
always demand success in whatever they do, they are always at the top of the tree". Oops! 

After a short period of laughter, Big Dave corrected himself and spoke of the enormous 
success soccer has enjoyed over the last season. He commented that "no other sport in 
Australia can boast that sort of growth". He also indirectly warned the recalcitrant clubs to 
move with the times or be left behind. On Carlton, he emphasised - “it's professional, it's 
commercial, and it's well managed. And we think not only is Carlton going to be a success, 
but its certainly going to shake up the way soccer is run in Australia". 

A spokesman for Nike announced that they have jumped on board and signed a four year 
deal with Carlton to become the club's official strip and apparel supplier. The deal also 
includes Nike bringing out an international team to play Carlton at Optus Oval each year. 
Four shirts from the Nike stable were paraded, however it was disappointing that the Cariton 
home strip was not ready to be unveiled. Instead, a male model with a blue Nike T-shirt 
walked out... The club also announced a sponsorship with Coffex Coffee to become their 
shorts sponsor. However a major sponsor has still not been announced. 

Athol Hodgetts (CFC marketing manager) made it clear that if it hadn't been for the 
persistance of Lou Sticca, and David Hill's involvement with SocAus, Carlton would not have 
had a bar of soccer. "Quite frankly, we weren't impressed with the administration of the ASF 
al that time", he commented. Er, quite frankly Athol, neither were we! 


An array of Australian soccer identities were seen in attendance - Krncevic, Davidson, 
Urukalo, Cole, Crino and Murphy to name a few. Quite an impressive list of possible 
candidates for the coaching position maybe.... A couple of South Melboume Lakers board 
members were also seen to be checking out their new rival club, as were a few people 
associated with the Knights. Could there be a few nervous clubs in Melbourne? 


The genera! feeling of the peaple SU spoke to was one of great optimism and belief. 
An unnamed source told us "We've had Italians, Poms, Scots, Greeks and Croats contact 
us... YOU name it". It is also believed that virtually EVERY Victorian Ericsson Cup player has 
contacted the club requesting information. It appears that the club is also keen to form links 
with various English club supporter groups which are down under, one of which (Manchester 
Utd) was welcomed on the night. Continued on page tt 


News from the Capital - From Nick Guoth 


The Canberra Cosmos are still striving to get their first win, but in doing so are showing a 
number of good performances, the latest being a well-earned draw against Collingwood. 
Although it took them until the 95th minute to score the equalizer, they were all over their 
opponent throughout the second half. One reason for the turn-around has been the fitness of 
the team. It seems quite interesting to see a number of matches with the Cosmos scoring 
fate and striving for a result late in the game whilst their opponents are struggling to keep up 
with play. At this stage, Canberra may just be the fittest team in the league. 


To help with this, and owing to the string of injuries that has plagued the club this season 
has been the inclusion of ex-Youth International George Sorras on loan from UTS Olympic for 
the rest of the season. This last month saw the injury list increase with Lachlan Armstrong 
join Tony Lemezina and Marko Perinovic on the sidelines. Unfortunately, whilst in South 
Africa, Vince Grella received a fractured jaw and will also be out for a little while. 

Vince Grella has probably been the find of the season for Canberra. A youngster from 
Melbourne, he was with the AIS and has a head on his shoulders that has been classified as 
ten years older than the rest of his body. His composure in midfield reminds one of the way 
Ned Zelic used to play. One hopes that he will stay in Australia for a few more years to come. 
He's nearly 17 and has a lot of promise. ; 

Although the Cosmos have conceded more goals than any other team in the league, they 
have two of the better goalkeppers. Danny Milosevic, the Australian U20 keeper has been 
fighting for his spot with ex-West Adelaide keeper Tony Giannasca. Both have played well 
and without them, the scorelines may have been even more embarrassing than the 0-6 defeat 
in Perth. Speaking of Perth, the Cosmos !eamt a vital lesson in playing this game, and that 
was not to have chosen to play the Newcastle game as a warm up to the Australia v Tahiti 
game. The players arrived on the day of the game and were just to:: rect. When Perth 
comes here, expect a complete turnaround in both the perfens.:.- iw the score. 


On the local scene, the recent intemational was har.» as a great success and we are all 
very hopeful for a favourable result come the choosing of grounds for the Olympic matches. 
Speaking of internationals, the US womens tearn looks like making it to our shores and will 
hopefully play three internationals against Australia. The venues have not been decided as of 
yet, but the most likely are Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne. They will be in camp in 
Canberra, so it should be good seeing top womens soccer here. 

The AGM of the ACT Soccer Federation comes up in the next month and it looks likely 
that the current incumbents of the management will continue in their positions as they seem 
to have done quite a good job since taking over mid-season. Most likely to continue as 
President will be Steve Doszpot. 


Carlton .... (cont.) 

Looking across the stadium and at the new electronic screen which read "Welcome to the 
Carlton Soccer Club", one could sense that Australian soccer is on the verge of something 
big. Although a well worn phrase, the importance of the venture is paramount to Australian 
soccers long term future. Failure to push the game into the 'mainstream’ will only further 
increase the resolute ‘old guard’ in pursuing and validating their antiquated (read Laurie 
Schwab) views. 


We will leave you with these departing comments from the Carlton Soccer CLub flyer. 
“A fully cosmopolitan club, Carlton will atfract levels of support never previously seen in 
Australian soccer". Here, here. We'll drink to that. Good luck Carlton. 
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ROD BROWN AND THE STRIKERS: 
CHASING RECORDS 


From Anthony Fensom 


The Strikers have begun the season under new player/coach Frank Farina in sparkling 
form, claiming joint leadership of the fourteen team Ericsson Cup after five rounds, second ta 
Sydney United only by the difference of two goals. For the Strikers veteran players (Hunter, 
Farina, Phillips and Brown), 1996/97 could well be their fast chance of bringing the national 
championship trophy to Queensland. 

Chasing that elusive first championship, experienced forward Rod Brown is merely eleven 
goals away from equalling the NSL goalscoring record held by current Newcastle Breakers 
coach, John Kosmina, of some 122 goals. Brown made his 300th appearance in the national 
league on the night of the match against the Wollongong Wolves at Suncorp Stadium, joining 
the 300 games club which at the Strikers includes captain Alan Hunter, Gary Phillips and 
Danny Wright. Despite approaching the mature age for a footballer of some 32 years, Rod 
Brown is keen to continue in the game for as long as his fitness (and form) permit. 

"I'm taking it year by year.....I'd like to equal the (goalscoring) record. Hopefully | 
can do it this year. My aim for this year is to score 15 goals" (Rod scored thirteen last 
season). 

Rod Brown and Frank Farina have rekindled a partnership which comprised Australia's 
forward line in the 1983 World Youth Cup in Mexico. While Australia failed to progress 
beyond the first round of the tournament, both Brown and Farina got on the scoresheet, 
Farina scoring in the 1-1 draw with Mexico. After the Young Socceroos defeated Scotland 
2-1, they were upset in the final round game by South Korea, the Koreans sending the 
Australians home with a 2-1 victory, Brown scoring the consolation. 


Rod Brown's football career began with Marconi, debuting aged 19 in 1982. After four 
seasons with Marconi, playing under initially Doug Collins and later Les Scheinflug, Brown 
transferred to sister Italian club Apia Leichhardt. Five years with Apia included a 
championship medal in 1987, the team coached by 1974 Australian World Cup coach Rale 
Rasic. This was followed by two seasons at Newcastle under Bruce Stowell, before Stowell 
enticed the travelled striker north to join the new Ericsson Cup club in Brisbane. Playing 
under such a variety of successful coaches, Rod Brown was diplomatic in describing the 
differences in styles. 

"They're all their own men....successful ones communicate weil with the players". 

So, who did he prefer out of Stowell and now Farina as Brisbane boss? 

"They both have their own style.....Farina though plays in the same attacking 
manner, whether at home or away, which is good for a striker....Stowell used to play 
only one man up front when away from home, which could cause problems when we 
fell behind". 


Such an attacking strategy has already paid dividends for the Strikers, with a 3-0 victory 
over Olympic in the Johnnie Walker Cup and a 2-1 victory gained ai Lakeside Stadium tn the 
Ericsson Cup. Such attacking play is also encouraging for the paying supporters, the Strikers 
traditionally not being a huge crowd puller away from home. 

in 1991, Rod Brown enjoyed one season as a professional in the Malaysian league, 
playing for Penang, in a league which at that time was rampantly corrupt. 

"Before certain matches, the coach or club president would come and tell us - don't 
worry, we've got this game won. Defenders would urge me to score against them!" 





Needless to say, Brown concentrated on his scoring, before the advent of fatherhood led 
him to return to Australia. Playing for Australia five times has probably been the highlight of 
his career, yet winning a championship under his attacking partner would be an excellent 
finish for the veteran. 

"1 want fo keep on playing until | can get the record....In the future, I'd look at 
Staying in the game in some capacity". 

With some twenty-one matches remaining before the finals, Brown has every chance of 
surpassing John Kosmina’s record this season, should the form of his teammates continue. 
The ‘Cloncurry Kid' Kasey Wehrman has been a revelation for the Strikers in the new season, 
with Sean Cranney, Farina and Hunter in outstanding form. New signing Vedran 
Becirbegovic has also displayed some excellent touches in midfield, setting up another youth 
player, Wayne Knipe with the winner against the champion Metbourne Knights. 

Yet it has been Wehrman's acrobatics as much as his vision and ability on the pitch which 


~ have caught the attention of commentators such as Johnny Warren. According to Rod 


Brown, the exuberance of younger players such as Bell, Knipe and Wehrman has "brought 
some real enthusiasm to training and travelling to away matches", reminding him of his 
younger days as a rookie! 


After drawing the first match of the new campaign away to Adelaide City (0-0), the Strikers 
delighted the home supporters with a 6-1 victory over Newcastle in Round Two, Rod Brown 
scoring a hat-trick, with Phillips and Farina completing the rout. The following week's match 
against Wollongong was more of a battle for the Strikers, as the Wolves fought back from two 
goals behind to 2-1, and came close to equalising. However a 2-1 victory over South 
Melbourne at Lakeside Stadium silenced any doubters about the new Farina/Tokesi 
management team. 

Kasey Wehrman collected his second goal in two matches i! 
struggling Lakers, a victory demonstrating the success «°*” . «> attacking policy. The next 
match for the Strikers though would be a tougher or= 13 to the champions, the 
Melboume Knights, the Knights also having the best record of all visiting teams in Brisbane, 


inner against the 


The Strikers best crowd yet for the 1996/97 season of approximately 5,000 patrons 
welcomed the prospect of an entertaining clash of two teams, one high on confidence, the 
other re-building after the loss of a number of key players. Strikers mascot Thor got the 
crowd warmed up for what was to come with a victorious joust over half-a-dozen iron-clad 
knights before the real match began. 

Knights sweeper Joe Simunic demonsirated why two countries were chasing him as he 
dribbled past players with ease, yet the Knights lacked potency up front, and were badly out- 
paced by Sean Cranney down the right flank. Just on the half-hour mark, youth sensation 
Kasey Wehrman went on a run from midfield past three Knights players, before sending in a 
perfect long ball for Frank Farina to head into the back of the net. The Knights though 
demonstrated their potentiat by bouncing back from this setback, with Tam Pondeljak waltzing 
through the defence before beating Strikers keeper Clint Bolton at the near post with a 
powerful shot. At half time both sets of supporters could sense the prospect of victory, yet it 
was to be referee Eddie Lennie who would shift the balance in favour of the home team. 

After eartier warning Farina for a challenge on Knights captain Andrew Marth, barely a 
minute later Marth was taking an early bath after his elbow had floored the Strikers 
player/coach. Both players were challenging for the ball, and it will be ieft to the participants 
to explain the circumstances. Vedran Becirbegovic was brought on to replace Farina, yet 
despite their numerical advantage, the Strikers struggled to create chances without the 
leadership of Farina. 

Asecond red card from Perth referee Eddie Lennie in the 64th minute against Knights 
player Ivan Duzel then gave the Strikers a two man advantage, until Andrew Brayshaw joined 
the exodus in the 79th minute. Finally with a minute remaining, substitute Wayne Knipe 
(formerly of the Queensland Academy side) scored his first goal in the national! league to 


secure the three points for the Queenslanders. In the end, the victory was a deserved one for 


the Strikers on the balance of chances, despite the questionable refereeing decisions 
assisting the home side. 
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The only disappointment for the new season has been a drop in attendances at Suncorp 
Stadium, despite the favourable results and entertaining performances. This may well 
reflect the fact that quality matches attract larger crowds, with forthcoming home matches 
against UTS Olympic and Sydney United likely to test the ground record of approximately 
8,720 (semi-final against Sydney United, 1995/96). 

In view of this phenomenon, the crowd of approximately 5,000 for the Melbourne Knights 
game was much iower than expected. The Melbourne Knights traditionally draw the biggest 
crowd of the season (ihe same fixture last year drew 8,000), in no smail part due to the 
patronage of the Brisbane Croatian community. The paltry crowds of approx. 3,000 for both 
of the matches against Newcastle and Wollongong are testimony to the fact that the non- 
Anglo-Saxon community remain (Australian) football's key audience. 

As usual, Knights supporters were subjected to body-searches and an increased police 
attendance in case of ‘trouble’, with attempts made to confiscate the handful of Croatian 
flags smuggled into the stadium. Surprisingly enough, a patron who walked in with a Union 
Jack draped over his shoulders was allowed in without comment. Obviously the flag of the 
United Kingdam is not viewed as being the flag of a foreign country, 


The Strikers have thus begun the new season in fine style, with Frank Farina continuing 
his record of success as player/coach. The next test for the Strikers will be against Marconi 
in Sydney, the Strikers keen to avenge a 5-0 loss to the Fairfielders in the Johnnie Walker 
Cup semi-final. Should the Strikers negotiate this trip successfully, they will then face 
Sydney Olympic, feaving only the January 4 match against Sydney United as the last major 
challenge for the team. 


In other Queensland news, two Queensland Academy players, Andrew Packer and Craig 
Barnes, have been selected to join the Joeys on the South American tour. It can only be a 
matter of time before the selectors notice Kasey Wehrman for the Olympic team. 

Off the field, Strikers media liaison officer Jason Kluver has accepted a position as a 
sports journalist at WIN television in Rockhampton. Kiuver will be keenly missed as a fine 
contributor towards the Strikers improved media coverage in Brisbane, in addition to 
regularly assisting your SU correspondent with the inside story on the club. Assistant Morris 
McGiffin will assume the media duties from November 12. 

Regarding the battle between the Brisbane Lions soccer club and the (proposed) AFL 
team, Lions secretary Oudendyk coutd confirm only that “negotiations are in progress.... 
we're confident of keeping our own name". With the media already calling the AFL team the 
Brisbane Lions, this is a battle which is yet fo be concluded. 


The Queensland Soccer Federation's deadline for clubs to appeal against the new 
Premier League passed on October 25, with three clubs appealing: the Gold Coast, Pine 
Rivers and Mitchelton. Of the three clubs appealing, the Gold Coast and Pine Rivers both 
have presented a case for inclusion based on their junior development and potential. 

Yet the QSF has stated that the eight team Premier League would not be expanded, hence 
jt could only accept a new club at the expense of another. Deciding which club to cut to be 
replaced by another would be an equally difficult decision. 

Football in Queensland thus is progressing, with the only problem being that of lifting the 
attendances at Suncorp Stadium to enjoy the entertaining football on display. A rise in ticket 
prices ($12 for adults, $6 for students) may have contributed, however it is more likely that 
the Brisbane sporting public will catch on to the Strikers as the season unfolds with further 
successes for Farina’s men. 


Harry Georgiadis reckons it took less than thirty minutes of South 
Melbourne's first home match against Sydney United for the Lakers pre-season 
optimism to evaporate. 


Crisis? What crisis? 


The self-styled biggest club in Oz had an average pre-sesaon, but the eternal optimism 
that surrounds the club knew no bounds. The programme editorial for the Sydney United 
match triumphantly announced that "it's easy to work out why South Melbourne must be a title 
threat". But for which league? As the impressive Pumas racked up three goals, the 
weaknesses in the Lakers team, apparent to most of us before the Ericsson Cup kicked off, 


~ stood out like a sore thumb. Goalkeeper Petkovic apart, the defence seerned as leaky as last 


season while the attack battled fruitlessly against the towering Popovic, Babic and Kupresak. 
The Pumas had such a height advantage it seemed as if a selection of jockeys were taking on 
the NBA All-Stars, as one wag screamed out in frustration "Don't bring on any more Greek 
midgets". Yet the Lakers, on the odd occasion they had possession, persisted in a long-ball 
game that must have delighted Sydney Utd. Perhaps it was designed to give Popovic & coa 
headache. 


One thing that will never change at South Melbourne is abuse directed at the team and 
coach when they aren't performing. The old timers in the members stand rained a torrent of 
abuse at coach Angie Postecoglou as the teams left the pitch at halftime. Unlike his 
predecessors (Arok, Puskas, Garvey, Rasic etc) Postecoglou understood every word. Things 
scarcely got better in the second half, although the Lakers did pull = qoal back. 

Things slowly went downhill. An unlucky 1-2 loss to the !:*" - .-as followed by a 1-1 
draw in Wollongong and another loss to Adelaide City. .ic at Hindmarsh assumed 
crisis proportions. Rumours of the coach's imminer' sontinued to gather strength. 
President George Vasilopoulos travelled to Adela: . ..4 ihe team in a show of solidarity and 
Postecoglou even got the dreaded vote of confidetice. 

The home fixture against the Topper Breakers in round six was seen by many as the last 
chance for Postecoglou, although why the coach should be made a scapegoat for such an 
obviously inadequate team is beyond me. ! guess its easier to sack one coach than eleven 
players. The first thirty minutes of the Newcastle match were painful to watch, the players 
seemed almost frightened to play for fear of making a mistake that the impatient crowd was 
ready to pounce on. The Breakers squandered several first half chances before Ivan Kelic 
headed home the winner. The second half was more relaxed with the Breakers providing little 
threat. : 

Still, the victory didn’t please anybody, An old bloke bemoaned the direction the club was 
taking; what with fancy social clubs, various memberships etc. “In my day, we didn't need alf 
this. (President) Theo Marmaras would hold a whip around on the terraces, buy the players, 
and the team would be full of stars". 


South Melbourne's scraped a lucky 1-1 draw at home to the Knights in a game which saw 
them lack any form of midfield direction (even the return of Petersen won't solve the problem) 
and a complete lack of support for the strikers. Almost all the high balls from the back were 
comfortably dealt with by Cervinksi, Simunic etc while Knezevic was rarely in the play, unlike 
his opposite number who was repeatedly called on to deal with a variety of crosses and 
dangerous thraugh balls. 

To be fair on the Blues, they could have pinched victory against the Knights, and a last- 
gasp 1-0 win at Marconi has proved they are capable of picking up points even when they are 
playing badly. Due fo the evenness of the competition, South Melbourne have thus far been 
able to hang on to the tails of the pack, but with upcoming fixtures against UTS (home) and 
West Adelaide (away) it would be a brave man that bet on Postecoglou still holding the 
coaching reins by the time Santa comes down the chimney. 
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Programme 


Review 


This month we see the new range 
of offerings from some of the A- 
League clubs (Canberra Cosmos, 
Adelaide City and Brisbane 
Strikers) plus a real little gem 
from the Northern Territory. A 
quick look is also taken at the 
VSF Grand Final issue from the 
recently finished season in 
Victoria. We also make the 
announcement to reveal the 
inaugural winner of the 
prestigious Studs Up Programme 
of the Year Award for the 1995/6 
season. Great stuff | hear you 
say! Well, let's get on with it......... 





Altona Magic v Heidelberg United 
VSF 1996 Grand Final 
15 September 1996 
Bob Jane Stadium, Melbourne 
8 Pages (2 pp ads) 
Size 210mm x 237mm 


Although it has the looks of a good 
tead, there is very little in this 
offering. It's colour of Post Office 
Red surrounded by Bottle Green on 
the front gives it a warm look. Match 
details and the programme for the 
day are all on the front. As a non 
Victorian, | remain confused about 
one of the main game teams. 
Heidelberg Utd! Earlier in the year 
we reviewed a Melboume Warriors 
programme and now we see them 
popping up as Collingwood Warriors 
in the A-League. So why did the 
programme call them Heidelberg? 
Or is that a I-o-n-g story? 


Cover - Details as above. 2 - Both 
squads listed with each clubs 
honours also noted. 3 - League 
tables for First and Reserves + the 
last 11 Premier Champions & 
Runners Up.: (Except 1990 where 
only the winner was given. The 
winner was Heidelberg United 


Alexander. Another version). 4 - 
The fixtures for the Dockerty Cup. 5 
- Line ups for the curtain raiser 
between the State Women's team & 
an U.14 boys team + an article on 
the Secondary Schools 
Championships. (The only feature 
article to read in the entire 
programme!) 6 - The Victorian U.14 
& 15 squads for the National Talent 
Identification Championships + ads. 
7 - Details of "Goal Kick", a half 
time demonstration of a new 
programme to introduce children to 
Soccer + ad. 8 - Ad. 


There's certainty worse But it is 
always a shame that a programme 
such as this issued for a big 
occasion, fails to make the most of 
communicating with spectators - 
particularly those that may just go 
along to the Final. Programmes for 
earlier finals games tended to be 
not much more than team sheets. 


Announcement 


The Inaugural Winner of the 
Studs Up "Programme of the Year" 
award goes to 


"Marconi Football" 


The 1995/6 Marconi-Fairfield 


Stallions Matchday Programme was 
a consistantly high quality 
publication that set the standards for 
others to follow. 


Congratulations 
An appropriate trophy will be 
presented to the Marconi-Fairfield 
Club during the current season. 





Canberra Cosmos v Marconi 
Fairfietd 
Saturday 12th October, 1996 
Bruce Stadium, Canberra 
24 Pages (11.5 pp ads) 
Size 290mm x 430mm 
In simple terms, this is a newspaper. 
Personally | dant like newspaper 
style programmes - don't get upset 
Bruce (he's the editor) - but there is 
some good reading content and 
Photos in this issue. More to read 
than last years issue. It covers a 
two week period although the game 
for round 2 at UTS Olympic isn't 





featured. The mame of _ the 
programme has changed to "The 
Cosmos Star". | thought “Cosmic 
Explosion" was catchy last year, so 
why change? 


Cover - Small article and feature 
announcing new Unisys sponsorship 
deal + photo of 2 young supporters 
+ ad. Doesn't actually mention the 
game details, 2 - Ad. 3 - Editorial + 
team photo + Chairman's message. 
4/5 - News snippets + feature & 
photos on Norman Kelly & Lachlan 
Amstrong + ads. 6 - Ads. 7 - 2 
features on Cosmos players + 
photos + ad. 8 - Ads. 9 - Photos (but 
nothing to say whose in the photos) 
+ ad. 10 - Ads. 11 - A look at 
Marconi + ad. 12/13 - Squad line 
ups + photos of the Cosmos team + 
ads. Also features article on the 
Match Day Mascot & photo, 14 - Ad. 
15 - ACT Academy - player profile + 
article + ad. 16 - Ad. 17 - Ned Zelic 
afticle & how he yeams to play for 
Cosmos! 18 - Ad. 19 - Feature + 
photos on Paul wade. 20/21 - Peter 
Kunz reviews the recently finished 
local season + Cosmos Kids page & 
photos. 22 - Ad. 23 - All A League 
fixtures + ACT Academy fixtures. 24 
- Ad. 


Lois of reading and photos. 
Interesting arlictes with meat and a 
nice mix of photos. But can anyone 
tell me why the article on Zetic talks 
about the "ASF" and the "NSL” in 
the present tense? Over 20 photos 
and 15 articles. Not bad at all! 


—— 


Adelaide City v Brisbane Strikers 
Sunday 13th October, 1996 
Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 
24 Pages (10.5 p ads) 

Size 150mm x 212mm 
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SOTA 1 OF Spe RONAN SAIN ROAD 
Adelaide City v Brisbane Strikers 
It's all change at Adelaide City. The 
new zebra logo and a new 
programme name - Gazzebra - on a 
pale green background are the main 


cover changes. Has the programme 
changed greatly? Let's look inside. 





Cover - Match details are clear 
although no year is shown. 2 - Ad in 
full colour. 3 - Club Directory + new 
President's Message. 4 - Ads. 5 - 
Zebra's Head from Alex Tobin + ad. 
6 - Ad. 7 - The Zebra's Den, the 
future looks rosy + photo. 8 - Player 
of the year details + ad. 9 - A Blast 
from the Past. Photo of the 1979 Ad 
City Phillips Cup lap of honour. 10 - 
Photo + ad. 11 - Tonight's game + 
photo. 12/13 - Squad line ups + ads. 
14- Damian Ze-Parts. Worth praise 
for Mr Mori - Germany bound. 15 - 
Next games + ads, 16 - In depth 
profile on John Gibson. 17 - Mig's 
Kicks. general stuff but includes a 
note of praise for Max Huffa, long 
time programme editor who was on 
hols for this one. Sentiments 
echoed by SU. 18/19/20 - Ads. 21 - 
Black & White by Terry Ace. (Does 
he sit in the Stands?) 22 - Profile on 
Zippy, the Zebra Mascot (Worth a 
read for its humour) + ads. 23/24 - 
Ads. 


Good variety and | feel an 
improvement on last year. 


Brisbane Strikers v Newcastle 
Breakers 
Saturday 19th October, 1996 
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 
28 Pages (10.5 pp ads) 
Size 149mm x 214mm 


Change is the first thing you are 
aware of in this year's programme. 
Includes a full colour cover showing 
@ pensive Mr Farina wondering if 
he's made the right decision. 


Cover - All match details are shown 
except a KO time. 3 - Club directory 
+ Coach's Comments. 5 - Defence 
back to strength. What supporters 
can expect. 7 - Farina - adding to 
the legend. An interview. 9 - New 
blood for the club's future. Six new 
players + photos, 10 - A review of 
Newcastle/Brisbane clashes + stats 
on KB Utd / Rosebuds / Breakers. 
11 - Breakers still seeking glory. A 
background to the Breakers. 12/13 - 
QAS news. Player profile, Shades 
of Brown & Squad News + ad. 14/15 
- Glenn Gwynne profile + 5 95/6 
magic moments photos. 17 - 
Fixtures, results, scorers & who 
played. For the stats buff. 18/19 - 
Junior Supporters Club. 2 pages for 
the young ones. 21 - Thor's Strike 
Squad News + Ad. 23 - The Last 
Line by Alan Hunter. 25 - League 
table, leading scorers, Rnd 2 
fixtures + ad. 26 - Both squads. 27 - 
Strikers protraits. All other pages 
have a full page ad. 


fun pages 
Strikers v Breakers 





--~1995-SINGAPORE PREMIER LEAGUE 


Darwin Cubs v Gibraltar Crescent 





Darwin Cubs v Gibraltar Crescent 
Saturday 17th June, 1995 
Football Park, Marrara (Darwin) 
16 Pages (7.5 pp ads} 

Size 148mm x 206mm 


Whilst the Perth Kangaroos couldn't 
last the pace in the Singapore 
League, the Darwin Cubs finished 2 
seasons before a restructure of the 


* competition excluded foreign clubs. 


Perhaps a Darwin team should be in 
the A-League? 


Cover - Features the club badge 
and full match details. Also notes 
local league fixtures as curtain 
raisers. 2 - Welcome + ad. 3 - 
League review + table and Rnd 9 & 
10 results. (Cubs were 2nd behind 
the Singapore National team). 4/5 - 
introducing Our Visitors (Nickname 
"The Rockers") + ads, 6/7 - Fixtures, 
results, scorers, who played + other 
stats + ad. 8/9 - Both Squads. 10/11 
- Ads. 12/13 - Local soccer results + 
ads. 14 - Ad. 15 - Next Weeks 
Fixtures + ad. 16 - Ads. 


Warren Spink appears to be the 
only ‘name' player in a team formed 
from the local league. Their 
opponents for this game featured 
players from Denmark & NZ.. Each 
time Darwin ventured to Singapore 
for an away game they played on 
both Saturday and Sunday. A great 
little programme, better than some 
A-League issues from 1995/6. 


ae 


Did that REALLY happen? 


SEPTEMBER 

23 - Soccer SA sees a revamped National Youth League kick off on the 22nd with the 
following competing clubs: West Adelaide, Adelaide City, Cumberland Utd, Adelaide Blue 
Eagles, Woodville City, Para Hills, Modbury Jets and the South Australian Sports Institute. 
The competition will be sponsored by Sunsmart. 

24 - Sharks and former Youth Socceroo striker Jim Tsekenis leaves for a two week trial with 
Crystal Palace. The Sharks have aslo fost utility player Jim Keramidas who has retired as a 
player after 78 National Leag:: games, He will remain with the club as its youth team 
coach, 


OCTOBER 

4 - Former Sharks player Zoran Marici¢ is appointed coach of South Oz Premier League 
club Olympians after guiding Birkalla Eagles to promotion to the same league. Olympians 
have dispensed with former Sharks captain Raymond Blair. 

6 - Damian Mori leaves to jon Borussia Moenchengladbach on loan: $300,000 until the rest 
of the season with a further $900,000 payable if the club decides to keep him on. 

9 - Joe Barbaro (ex Adelaide Blue Eagles) rejoins Adelaide City for another shot at the big 
time after a three year absence. 

14 - Charlie Caruso retires as Chairman of Soccer SA after five years in the job. SA state 
league club Para Hills appoints David Hilton as its coach for next season. 

17 - Ex Adelaide City coach and playing !egend John Perin knocks back the opportunity to 
coach the Fijian national team. 

18 - Wollongong sign Marcont and ex-Socceroo defender Gary van Egmond. 

23 - UTS Olympic announce that FIFA have lifted the ban on Abbas Saad. 

26 - Perth Glory notch up their first win in the national league with a 3-1 win at Newcastle. 
Over in England, Mark Bosnich damages the same knee that kept him out of action for the 
first two months of the season. He is expected to be missing for a month. } 
30 - Socceroo captain Paul Wade announces his retirement from international soccer with 
his final appearance to be in the retum leg of the Oceania Cup against Tahiti in Canberra in 
two days time. Former Socceroo and Adelaide City player Charlie Villani is appointed to 
coach newly promoted Premier League club Birkalla Eagles. In the meantime, Port Lion 
reappointed Ivan Zafran to coach the club for another assault at the Premier Legue title. Ex 
West Adelaide player and coach Alby Kidd takes on the reigns of the Adelaide Raiders. 

31 - Melbourne is almost assured of hosting Olympic soccer matches in 2000 following the 
unveiling of plans to build a $200 million stadium at the Docklands. The stadium will feature 
a retractable roof and have a capacity of approximately 52,000. In other off-field 
developments, David Hill resigns from the Oceania executive when he learns Oceania vice- 
president George Dick had agreed to suspend Hill until February. 


NOVEMBER 

1 - Charlie Dempsey responds by suggesting to the Melbourne HeraldSun that the majority 
of Oceania members see Hilt as “destructive and harmful and has nothing positive to offer 
the South Pacific soccer family”. 

3 - Joe Spiteri makes his debut as a 70th minute substitute for Sturm Graz in Austria. 

5 - Ivan Kelic returns to South Melboume after a stint with Tiong Bahru in Singapore. 

8 - Duane Gray Is appointed as coach of SA state league club Modbury Jets. 

18 - The Melboume Age reports that the Knights are considering contacting former St Kilda 
(AFL!) player Gordon Fode. "The guy's unbelievable..." Billy Vojtek is quoted as saying. 

19 - It's official. Terry Venables will coach Australia, and the fans are switched on (you can 
take that any way you like!). 








Some people were actually satisfied with the 11-0 aggregate victory over Tahiti. 


We were not amused! 


Oct 26 (Papeete) 6-0 Tapai 5, Trimboli 20, Trajanovski 25, 28, 44, 9 
Nov 1 (Canberra) 5-0 Trajanovski 22, 38, 54, Hooker 13, Trimboli 32 


It is not fair to comment on a match we have not seen, suffice to say that the 6-0 win in 
Papeete may be remembered as the big one that got away. Five up at half-time should 
become at least ten, primarily due to higher fitness levels, but the opposition quite often drop 
their heads and fail to chase, and even if they play eight at the back, you're going to have the 
ball for most of the ‘actual’ playing time, so start shooting! Whatever happened in the second 
half, it only resulted in one goal, and one goal against Tahiti in 45 minutes is unacceptable. 

Yet most people also seemed to be satisfied with the 5-0 win in Canberra. The emotional 
exit of Paul Wade from intemational soccer and the backslapping afterwards obscured what 
was in many ways a disappointing night. Sure, it had been a whirlwind couple of days for 
Wade, and the ovation he received from his 'home' crowd was fully justified, but some of the 
media reactions were a bit much. 


". @ fitting farewell” - The Australian, “Wade goes out in style” - The HeraldSun. 

You're kidding. Australia's most capped international goes out appropriately with a lazy 
romp over Tahiti? C'mon fellas, you really should know better than that. The victory was 
even described as a thrashing! Sorry, but a five goal win over Tahiti after being four up at 
half time doesn't constitute a thrashing. In particular our finishing (Kris Trajanovski aside) 
was abysmal. Not only would our players have struggled to hit the proverbial barn door, they 
would have missed the entire farmhouse. Of greater concern is the fact Trajanovski was 
only a late call-up to the Socceroo squad. The UTS star was the only Aussie to regularly hit 


the target. If he didn't score, he at least forced the goalkeeper to make a save. Farle 
On the other hand, we cringed at the number of times good lead-up work was squandered <p. 5S 
with shots and headers that went over the bar, past the post and generally everywhere but * Smoe 7 


the goal. You can only imagine the final scoreline if Warren Spink had been fit. = 


Bad finishing can't simply be put down to bad luck. A crash course in shooting is urgently 
needed if we aren't going to suffer the kind of frustration experienced against Canada in 
1993, when after squandering ‘loods a chunces', we scraped through on penalties. 


The overall attitude of the Australian camp towards the games was puzzling. The starting 
line-up in Papeete contained five players (excluding Kalac} who could not be classified as 
creative, attacking players. Why? Do we play the same formation against Tahiti as we 
would against Japan? Surely the object of the game is to score as many goals as possible in 
ninety minutes. We often hear how we shouldn't embarrass our island hosts, but they will 
learn a lot more if we play to our potential. Who cares if we concede a couple of goals, let's 
have the mentality of wanting to win this sort of fixture 14-2 instead of 5 or 6 nil. 

Such an approach may not be totally unwelcomed by the opposition either. The Tahiti 
assistant coach Eric Henry was quoted through AAP as saying "Our next objective is to get 
on the scoresheet against the Socceroos". Eric, your wish should be our command. 

‘One final whinge. When we're playing minnows can we please erect those large nets 
behind the goal (like at Marconi, for example) to prevent a thirty second delay everytime the 
ball gets smashed wide of the target. Let's face it, we're far likelier to score if the ball is in 


play. 


The national team now goes into hibernation until January, when Terry Venables wilt lead 
(hopefully!) a new look Australian team. While the domestic based players cry out for full 
time professionalism, the Tahiti series provided a stark reminder why they may have to wait a 
little longer. A professional performance would have seen twice as much running, passing, 
shocting... In short, the Tahitians would have been buried. 


“ 
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We're not going to pretend we know heaps about Asian football, 
but there's a certain tournament beginning on December 4 that every 
serious Australian soccer fan should pay close attention to. 

So just in case you've got no idea what's about to take place, sit down 
and prepare yourself for a (very) basic SU guide to the 


1996 Asian Cup Finals 


We are now less then twelve months away from the two most important matches since 
November 1993, and although we doit know who our opponents will be, you can safely bet it 
will be one of the twelve teams contp:!: tng in the ACF. Although Terry Venables will lead Oz 
into battle against this mystery oppes:::.*, itis unlikely he will be heading over to Dubai for a 
look, so let's pray that Eddie Thomson penne a bit of dosh to go and get himself an insight into 
Asian soccer and perhaps even supply a dossier or three to TV. As for the rest of us, we'll 
have to be content with snippets from the intemational news agencies. Get those scrap books 
and video recorders ready folks, there's nothing like 'knowing your enemy’. 


Crp A - SYAE Sth Yorea, Yuawait, Jodonesia 


UAE - Quatified as ho 
Most fans recollections of the UAE stem from Italia '90, when they gave Colombia a tough 
fight before being overwhelmed by West Germany and Yugoslavia, Valeri Lobanovsky took 
them to the last ACF in Japan where they failed to impress, scoring only three goals in five 
games. Nevertheless, that was enough to see them finish fourth after losing on penalties fo 
China in the 3rd place play-off. Have failed to re-establish themselves in the top bracket since, 
losing to Kuwait in the 1/4 finals of the 1994 Asian Games, but finishing secand behind Saudi 
Arabia in the Gulf Cup a month later. Despite remaining unbeaten in the GC, the federation 
dismissed Polish coach Antoni Piechniczek and didn't play another international for over a year, 
until the much-travelled Croatian Tomislav Ivic was appointed. Wan a four nation tournament 
sz ner in Dubai in March this year (defeating South Korea and Morocco and drawing with Egypt) and 
‘g=zy have achieved some excellent results in friendlies, including a 2-1 win over Rumania in 
Bucharest in September. Had a poor Gulf Cup last month, finishing in fourth place, but were 
the only team to defeat eventual winners Kuwait. Unlikely to win the trophy, but as hosts, will 
be disappointed with anything less than a spot in the semis. 
AC Record: Never reached final, Fourth 1992 
World Cup qualifiers commence April 1997 (v Jordan, Bahrain} 


South Korea - Winner of Qual Grp 4 (single round robin in Ho Chi Minh City) 





—— 


Aug 5 (Ho Chi Minh City) Guam 9-0 

Aug8 (Ho Chi Minh City) Chinese Taipei 4-0 

Aug 11 (Ho Chi Minh City) Vietnam 4-0 
i ings d_3) - Pts (G-D) 


South Korea 9 {17-0}, Vietnam 6 (13-5), Chinese Taipei 3 (10, 10), Guam 0 {2-27} 

South Korea had little trouble topping a group where only Vietnam (as hosts) threatened an 
upset. By the time the Koreans met their hosts they only needed a draw to qualify but cruised 
to a 4-0 victory to prove they remain near the top of the Asian tree. The South Koreans were 
absent from the 1992 finals after suffering a shock defeat at the hands of Thailand in the 
qualifiers in Bangkok, an embarassment which became more acute when North Korea 
qualified! South Korea haven't won the cup since 1960, although they have reached the final 
three times since, losing on penalties to Saudi Arabia in 1988. The match against Kuwait wilt 
be keenly anticipated after the Kuwaitis defeated South Korea twice during the 1994 Asian 
Games in Hiroshima. Will be expected to reach the semi finals at least, and will also be looking 
to avenge their loss to Japan (should they meet) on penalties in the final of the Dynasty Cup 
last year. Looked good in a 3-1 friendly victory over China a month ago. 

AC Record: Winners 1956, 1960 Runner up: 1972, 1980, 1988 
World Cup qualifiers commence February 1997 (v Hong Kong, Thailand) 





Kuwait - Wi of Qual Grp 10 (home/away basis 
Mar 10 (Ashkabad) Turkmenistan 2-2 Badr Al Haji 13, Khaled Al Choleimy 89 
Mar 22 (Kuwait City} Turkmenistan 2-0 Wail Sulaiman Al Habashi 68, Fawaz Al Ahmed 79 


June 9 (Beirut) Lebanon 5-3 Faysal Al Olaibeh 16, Khaled Al Choleimy 26, 
Abdulaziz Al Hindi 29, Badr Al Haji 85, Abdullah Wibran 84 
June 20 (Kuwait City) Lebanon 0-0 
; : .D 


Kuwait 8 (9-5), Lebanon 7 (7-6), Turkmenistan 1 (3-8) 

Although Kuwait reached the World Cup Finals in 1982, most fans remember them as the 
team that threatened to walk from the field during their match against France. The sight of 
kaftan-clad royalty marching on to the pitch for a discussion with officials stil! forces us to 
supress giggles, as does the three month suspension dished out to nine players who broke a 
curfew (reportedly to go shopping in Dubai) during the 1994 Gulf Cup. 

Czech coach Milan Macala took over from Valeri Lobanovski in May 1995 after steering 
Qazma to the Emir's Cup, the Gulf Co-operation Council championship and the Crown Prince 
Cup. One player to look out for is sweeper Wail Sulaiman Al Habashi, who scored six goals in 
six games during the 1994 Asian Games. Valeri Lobanovski rated him the best player in Asia. 

Kuwait made hard work of qualifying from a relatively weak group, but success in the recent 
Gulf Cup will have boosted confidence. Khaled Al-Dawood is rumoured to be one player to 
watch. 

AC Record: Winners 1980 Runner up 1976 Third 1984 
World Cup qualifiers commence April 1997 (v Lebanon, Singapore) 


Indonesia - Winner o G single round robin in Kuala L ur 
Mar2 (Kuala Lumpur) Malaysia 0-0 
Mar4 (Kuala Lumpur} India 7-1 triyanto Nugroho 12, 74, Rohchi Putiray 20, 53, 


Ansyari Lubis 44, 50, Perry Sandria 79 

Final standings (all played 2); Pts {(G-D) 
Indonesia 4 (7-1), Malaysia 4 (5-2), India 0 (3-12) 

The rank outsider of the group, Indonesia would cause a huge shock if they were to 
progress beyond the group phase, and it is not unfair to suggest they would not have qualified 
had the finals not been expanded to twelve teams. They do have a couple of players that will 
need to be closely watched however, including Kurniawan Dwi Yulianto (who stood out during 
the Tiger Cup in September) and Peri Sandria. Indonesia topped Group A in that tournament 
but crashed 1-3 to Malaysia in the semis before losing 2-3 to Vietnam in the third place play-off. **="= 2 cd 
Difficult to see them leaving Abu Dhabi with a point... = 
AC Record: Never reached final 
World Cup qualifiers commence Apri) 1997 (v Cambodia, Yemen, Uzbekistan) 


Crp B - Saudi Arabia, Jean, Jraq, Thailand 


Saudi Arabia - Winner of Qual Grp 9 {double round robin in Riyadh 

Jan 24 (Riyadh) Kyrgyzstan 3-0 Yousef A! Thunyan 7, 38, Fuad Anwar Amin 57pen 

Jan 28 (Riyadh} Yemen 40 Yousef Al Thunyan 42, 52, Hamzah Falatah 58, 
Fahd Al Hamdan 66 

Jan 31 (Riyadh) Kyrgyzstan 2-0 — Hamzah Falatah 25, Yousef Al Thunyan 67 

Feb4 (Riyadh) Yemen 1-0 Fahd Al Hamdan 11 

Final standings (all played 4}: Pts {G-D! 


Saudi Arabia 12 (10-0), Kyrgysztan 3 {3-7}, Yemen 3 (2-8) 


Firmly entrenched in the Asian ‘top three’, Australia got to see the Saudis close up in 
October, and gave ‘em plenty in the opening half hour before the heat (and the Arabs ability) 
took their toll. But within a fortnight press reports told of three key players being charged with 
‘immoral acts' and sentenced to three months jail. Saeed Owairan and Saleh Al-Dawoud 
reportedly went to prison while Fahd AL-Ghashian fled to the US. Worse was to follow when 
national team coach Jose Ze Mario was fired after the team faited to impress in the Gulf Cup. 
His (temporary?) replacement is Nelo Vengada who led Portugal! to fourth place at this years 
Olympics. 


SD pense 





“ 
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With such major upheavals the Saudis are unlikely to reach the heights of the 1992 ACF 
when after a slow start they reached the final only to be defeated 0-1 by hosts Japan. Winning 
the Fair Play award was scant consolation. Despite excellent performances (and results) at the 
last World Cup, the Saudis have failed to string together victories against nations outside Asia, 
but should have no trouble qualifying for the quarter finals. Anything could happen in the 
match with Iraq... 

AC Record: Winners 1984, 1988 Runner up 1992 
World Cup qualifiers commence March 1997 (v Chinese Taipei, Malaysia, Bangladesh) 


Iran - Winner of Qual. Grp 5 (double round robin in Tehran & Muscat) 


Jun 40 (Tehran) Nepal 8-0 Karim Kaoroygh 10, 57, Ali Dael 13, 36, 83, 87, 
Mohsen Garrousi 50, Ali Reza H 72 

Jun 42 (Tehran) Sri Lanka 7-0 Ali Daei 31, 62, 65, 70, 74, Karaim Bagheri 59, 
Mohsen Garousi 67 

Jun 74 (Tehran) Oman 2-0 Ali Daei 5, Hamid Reza Estili 86 

Jun +7 (Muscat) Sri Lanka 4-0 Karim Bagheri 18, 55, 70, Alireza Manzourian 79 

Jun 719 (Muscat) Nepal 4-0 Ali Daei 27, Karim Bagheri 38, 44, Reza Sharoudi 65 

Jun 21 {Muscat} Oman 2-1 Ali Daei 23, Karim Bagheri 88 


Final standings (all played 6): Pts (G-D} 
Iran 18 (27-4}, Oman 12 (23-5), Sri Lanka 6 (5-25), Nepal 0 (2-26) 

Have an excellent record in this competition with three wins and a third but will be hard 
pressed to make it to the last four this time. 1992 was a tournament to forget when a late goal 
from Japan in the final group match resulted in the Iranians attacking the referee. Three 
players were rubbed out for twelve months. 

Ali Daei and Karim Bagheri had picnics in the qualifiers but this is tougher. Ali Daei in 
particular will be keen to make his mark after his disastrous 1994 Asian Games. He copped a 
boot in the kidneys during the first match against Bahrain and needed a four hour operation. 
Iran failed to qualify for the quarters, finishing behind China and Turkmenistan. Iran returned to 
the international arena after a lengthy period of inactivity with close matches against 
Turkmenistan and Kuwait before romping through their qualifiers, their FIFA ranking 
subsequently leaping from 122 to 57. Unlikely to progress past the quarters, if they get that far. 
The match with Iraq will be the key.... 

AC Record: Winners 1968, 1972, 1976 Third 1988 Fourth 1984 
World Cup qualifiers commence June 1997 (v Syria, Maldives, Kyrgyzstan) 


Iraq - Winner of Qual. Grp 6 {single round robin in Amman) 


Aug 11 (Amman} Pakistan 3-0 
Aug 13 (Amman) Jordan 1-0 Jabba Hatchem 60 
Final standings fai : -D) 


fraq 6 (4-0), Jordan 3 (4-1), Pakistan 0 (0-7) 


The wild card in the pack! After an enforced absence from the intemational scene due to a 
certain invasion in the early 90's, Iraq proved last year that they can still put a formidable team 
on the park. Their victory over Hungary in the final of the Merdeka tournament proves they are 
capable of reaching the knockout phase, while earlier in the year an under 23 team'won the 
Nehru Cup in Calcutta, defeating Russia 1-0 in the final (goalkeeper Emad Hasan was named 
player of the tournament). The team went on to just miss a spot at the Olympic finals, falling to 
a golden goal in the final play-off with Saudi Arabia. Another positive is the fact a significant 
number of their internationals have played outside the country in recent years. Also, club side 
Talaba reached the final of the Asian Cup Winners Cup last year (going down to Japan's 
Bellmare Hiratsuka 1-2) after Kuwait's Kazma refused to play them in the semi final. This 
problem may arise again, with the head of the Kuwait FA claiming he will withdraw his team if 
they are drawn to meet Iraq in the later stages, even if it is the final. Tuned up for this event 
with a week in Italy where they defeated Indonesia (4-0) and a Sampdoria under-18 side. 

Lack of regular competition may ultimately send Iraq home early this time, but with the right 
preparation they are right in with a chance to reach France - or play off against Australia... 
AC Record: Never reached final 

World Cup qualifiers commence May 1997 (v Kazakhstan, Pakistan) 


Thailand - Winner al. Gr ouble round in in Bangkok & Singapore 
Jun 27 (Bangkok) Maldives 8-0 Natipong 25, 57, 85, Kiatisuk 31, 78, Dusit 17, 
Apiched 68, Phatanapong 87 


Jun 29 (Bangkok) Myanmar 5-1 Thawatchi 46, Jakarat 48, Sanor 67, Dusit 86, 


Kiatisuk 89 
July 7 (Bangkok) Singapore 1-1 Apichad Thaveechalenmdit 55 
July4 (Singapore) Maldives 8-0 Jakarat Tonhongsa 5, Phathanapong S 10, 22, 38, 61, 


Worrawoot 44, Ythana Polsak 54, Dusit 70 
Kiatisuk 5, 54, Phathanapong S$ 7, 85, 
Surachai J 20, 24, Natipong 79 
July 9 (Singapore) Singapore 2-2 Natipong 69, Kiatisuk 83 

i ndii : 


July 7 (Singapore) Myanmar 7-1 


Thailand 14 (31-5), Singapore 12 (16-7), Myanmar 7 (11-20), Maldives 0 (4-30) 

A second successive victory in the bi-annual South East Asia Games last year confirmed 
Thailand's position as the best team in SEA, but as star striker Natipong Sritong-In readily 
admits, the title means little in the overall Asian scene. It would be too simplistic to say that 
Thailand’s hopes in UAE '86 begin and end with Natipong, but if he is injured then their 
tournament is over. Since helping Thai Farmers Bank (only formed in 1987) retain the Asian 
Club Championship in January 1995 he has become a household name (in Thailand, anyway!), 
and with Kiatisuk Senamuang led Thailand to victory in the Tiger Cup in Singapore in 
September this year. The Thais caused a minor sensation when they beat Finland twice in the 
Kings Cup in February, and gave AC Milan (minus Euro 96 players) a good run for their money 
during the Italians tour of Asia during the European off-season. Are capable of the unorthodox, 
but still tactically naive, and unlikely fo be able to defend aerially at set pieces against the taller 
West Asians. Managed two draws fram three games four years ago but a place in the quarters 
would be a major achievement. 

AC Record: Never reached final 
World Cup qualifiers commence March 1997 (v South Korea, Hong Kong) 


Crp C - —apan, China, Syria, Zfzbekistan 


Japan - Qualifi 

The gods certainly smiled on Japan at the draw and they should have no trouble topping the 
group. That alone will not be enough for the Japanese however, and anything less than a 
place in the final will be considered a failure. The emergence of Miura and Iraha as world class 
players has given Japan the belief that they should fear nobody, although South Korea will be 
out to prove a point should they meet in the latter stages. Personally, | hope that they meet in 
the final although the emotions stirred by the 2002 saga could overshadow the match itself. 
Japan's form this year has been little short of outstanding, although having witnessed their 0-3 
loss to Australia at the Bob Jane Stadium in February I'm still a bit reluctant to nominate them 
as the team to beat. Have proved to be almost unbeatable at home over the past twelve 
months with the scalps of Uruguay, Poland, Yugoslavia, Mexico and Saudi Arabia (twice) 
hanging on the wall, but haven't travelled overseas enough to prove they can win away from 
home. Despite the nagging doubts, they have too much talent not to make the semis. After 
that, it may depend on the mood of the opposition. Especially if it is South Korea. 
AC Record: Winners 1992 
World Cup quatifiers commence March 1997 (v Oman, Nepal, Macao) 


China - Winner of Qual. Grp 2 (single round robin in Hong Kon 

Jan 30 (Hong Kong) Macao 7-1 Peng Weiguo 28pen, 45, Su Maozhen 44, 
Li Bing 48, 66, 89, Hao Haidong 76 

Feb 1 (HongKong) Philippines 7-0 Hao Haidong 17, 58, 63, Ma Mingyu 60, 
Su Maozhen 77, 87, Gao Feng 83 

Feb4 (HongKong) Hang Kong 2-0 Fan Zhiyi 51, Wei Qun 89 

Fina! standings (all played 3): Pts (G-D) 

China 9 (16-1), Hong Kong 6 (12-3}, Macao 3 {7-12}, Philippines 0 (1-20) 


apie 
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Ah yes, China. The great under achievers of Asian football. Made the semis in 1992 where 
they went down to Japan 2-3, and after reaching the final of the 1994 Asian Games it appeared 
that they were finally getting their act together and would be ready to mount a serious 
challenge in the "98 WC qualifiers. The truth behind their (relative) success was revealed in 
last years Dynasty Cup when goalkeeper Ou Chuliang was the only Chinese player selected in 
the DC All-Star XI. The defence is best described as somewhere between rugged and 
homocidal, with opposition forwards holding up the ball at their peril. Despite some impressive 
scores in the qualifiers, goalscoring against quality opposition remains their biggest problem, 
although Hao Haidong is rated amongst the best strikers in Asia. Support will come from Li 
Bing and Gao Feng but how far China advances is dependent on their star ‘keeper. Losses 
earlier this year to England, Holland (no disgrace) and Yemen (major disgrace) resulted in 
coach Klaus Schlappner getting @ cab to the airport, but subsequent losses to Paraguay and 
South Korea prove there is still |= of work to be done. The draw was kind however, and we 
may yet see China in the quarters. 

AC Record: Runner up 1984 Third 1992 Fourth 1988 
World Cup qualifiers commence May 1997 {v Turkmenistan, Vietnam, Tajikistan) 


Syria - Winner of Qual. Grp 7 (home/away basis) 


Jun 21 (Damascus} Kazakhstan 2-0 Louay Taleb 20, Ali Cherikh Dib 35 


Jun 28 (Doha) Qatar 0-1 
duly 12 (Almaty) Kazakhstan 1-0 Nikhad Bishi § 
July 19 (Damascus) Qatar 3-1 Abdulatif Al-Helu 17, Ali Sheikh Deeb 48, 


Assaf Khalifa 76pen 
Einal standings (all played 4): Pts (G-D) 
Syria 9 (6-2), Qatar 6 (5-4), Kazakhstan 3 (1-6) 

If youth results count for anything, Syria must be on the verge of working their way into the 
top bracket of Asian nations. Since finishing runner-up fo Iraq in the 1988 Asian Youth 
Championships, they have finished third in 1990 (eventually falling to Australia on penalties in 
the 1/4 finals at the WYC in Portugal) and defeated Japan in the final in 1994 in Jakarta. 

On that basis you would think they may be close to taking the next step at senior level, 
particularly as their Olympic team forced a couple of 1-1 draws with the Egyptian national team 
last year. But as Australia has discovered, success at youth level doesn't guarantee success 
at senior level, and with Syrian clubs absent from Asian club competitions for five years in the 
early nineties,their best young players were denied the next step in their footballing education. 
Syria must fancy their chances of progressing from the weakest group, but they will most likely 
be disappointed. . 

AG Record: Never reached final 

World Cup qualifiers commence June 1997 (v Iran, Maldives, Kyrgyzstan) 


Uzbekistan - Winner of Qual. Grp 8 (home/away basis) 
May 8 (Dushanbe) Tajikistan 0-4 
June 19 (Tashkent) Uzbekistan 5-0 Mirajalol Kasymov 7, 58, Sergey Andreev 13, 
tgor Shkvyrin 70, lafaijon Musabaev $5 
Note: Uzbekistan won 5-0 on golden goal 

Burst on to the scene in 1994 when they won the Asian Games title in Hiroshima, scoring 23 
goals in seven matches. Their defence was pretty handy at times as well, perhaps a bit lucky 
at times (getting through their semi with South Korea when they were outshot 27 to 4) but a 4-2 
win over China in the final cannot be discarded when choosing potential quarter finalists. The 
bulk of that squad came from Neftchi, who went on to the semi finals of the 1994 Asian club 
championship before losing to Thai Farmers Bank in a shootout. The withdrawal of Bahrain 
from their qualifying group reduced their schedule to a home and away showdown with 
Tajikistan and after finishing the first leg 0-4 down.... But miracles can happen. 
Check the odds at Sportsbook and consider putting a tenner on them, just in case. 
AC Record: Never reached final 
World Cup qualifiers commence May 1997 (v Yemen, {ndonesia, Cambodia} 


Asian Cup Finals - _Sixtures 
Grp Phase - December 4-12 1/4 finals - December 15, 16 
Semi finals - December 18 ‘Final & 3rd place - December 21 


t Update - The ULTIMATE Tipping Competition 


Little movment in the top order again this month, with Saudi Arabia imploding before they 
got to Muscat and Kuwait snatching first place. With everybody (except Anthony Clarke) 
tipping Brazil for the World Indoor charnpionships, it will be left to the Asian Cup to sort out 
the leaders. At least you've got a formguide (sort of) for this one, and to make it a little easier 
you don't have to get your selection in until December 14, meaning you should know the 
quarter-final pairings before you get in touch. If you really want to feave it until the last minute 
you can fax ‘SU' during normal business hours on (03) 9579-2384. 


Rd 10: Gulf Cup Rd 11: tndoor Rd 12: Asian Cup TOTAL 
Kevin Christopher (72) Saudi Arabia (3) Brazil Kuwait 
Bhupinder Rai (58) (0) Brazil 
Graham Creed (48) —-—- (0) Brazil 
Anthony Fensom (48) Saudi Arabia (3) Brazil 
Harry Georgiadis (44) Saudi Arabia (3) Brazil South Korea 
Lance Librandi (44) UAE (0) Brazil 
Anthony Clarke (36) Saudi Arabia (3) Australia (0) 


Capping off a fine performance? 


Soccer Australia have announced the continuation of the ‘cap' system, meaning that any 
player who has played in an ‘A’ international is entitled to one. Given that Coca-Cola are 
keen to associate themselves with the Socceroos at every available opportunity, don't be 

surprised if the cap features a little Coca-Cola dynamic ribbon somewhere. 

But seriously, will the players receive additional Coca-Cola benefits? Say, when you've 

collected 35 Coca-Cola caps, can you trade ‘em in for a Coca-Cola sports bag, Coca-Cola 
T-shirt and Coca-Cofa sun visor? 
But we shouldn't extract the urine. After all, it's obviously what the players want, otherwise 
the Players Association would have arranged for some other form of recognition / 
appreciation, wouldn't they? 


It's time fora REAL museum. 

One of the benefits of holding the 2000 Olympics will be, of course, the soccer 
tournament. And with the toumament itself will come the chance to show the visiting 
supporters how Australian soccer has grown since the 19th century. England's Euro '96 
Organising Committees made a point of showing off its footballing history, with a variety of 
exhibitions and sideshows, and their efforts were rewarded by the amazing lift in profile the 
game was given at grass roots level. It enabled the fans to get back in touch with game itself, 
instead of just sitting in the lounge on a wet afternoon watching a match or two on the box. 

Soccer Australia has four years to hunt down as much memorabilia as posible and give 
the Australian {and overseas) soccer public a chance to view it. A real soccer museum would 
ensure that the great myth - of our country being a soccer backwater - is exploded forever. 


at 


Dear Studs Up - ro Box 53,0akleigh South 3167 


Letter of the Month (and a six issue subscription) goes to Con Giannitsos 
(Vic} who urges the authorities to spell out the rules on representative duty. 


Dear 'SU' 

“Every youngster playing soccer wants fo become a Socceroo. He can see himself 
competing against future Peles, Beckenbauers and Cruyffs on globetrotting tours to exotic 
lands. The Socceroos provide the glamour so important to big time sport." 

John Warren's World of Australian Soccer - 1980 


One would assume today that each of the half a million or so participants of this great 
game would share JW’'s sentiments, But how sure can we be of this? Today you would be 
more likely to see youths walking down the street with the shirt of Italy, Croatia, Brazil or 
Switzerland than the green and gold, and not many soccer participants would show much 
concer for our national team (welt, not in Melbourne anyway). 

Which brings us to the senior players and their attitudes to the Oz team. We've alt heard 
what's been said of the Spiteri shambles in Chile, but what we're about to see is even 
worse. | am of course referring to Joe Simunic and his reluctance to play for the Australian 
youth team, possibly due to his preference to play for the Croatian national team. 


Now | don't know about you, but this would be a slap in the face not only to every 
Australian soccer fan but to every Australian taxpayer as well. The reason for this being 
that Simunic spent a period at the AlS which is, as we all know, a taxpayer funded 
organisation. One could argue here that Simunic was put under undue influence by his 
club, the Melbourne Knights, who have tried this ‘trick’ previously with Mark Viduka - the 
logic being that as a Croatian international the Knights would get more money out of this. 

Needless to say, | am against this simply because irrespective of his background, 
Simunic is an AUSTRALIAN player who should therefore play for the Socceroos. As well as 
that, think of the precedent this could cause - could you imagine Jim Tsekenis scoring for 
Greece, Dino Menillo making a deep run for Italy or Kasey Wehrman doing his acrobatics 
with the 'Three Lions' on a shirt? (improbable maybe, but you get the idea) 

I'm no idealist, but ! honestly do hope that the two Georges (Negus and Sir Arthur) do 
manage to put an end to this saga, for everybody's sake! 


P.S. Looking through the TOTAL FOOTBALL preview of the 96/97 season and | couldn't 
help but wince upon reading the following bit as part of Notts County's preview. 

“Player to watch - Shaun Murphy (remember him?) Player of the Year twice running and 
tipped for Eire honours". 

It's getting frightening isn't it? 


Andre Kruger (Germany) has been keeping a close eye on Damian Mori... 


Dear SU, 

The last month has been a very hectic one for me. Now we have another Australian 
player in the Bundesliga, Damian Mori. For me, it's great to see him here in Germany, but ! 
know it is a hard path he has chosen. 

Borussia Monchengladbach, a club with great history. In the last few years the team were 
very unlucky, but this year they are aiming much higher. After the sate of Dahlin to Roma 
and Herrlich to Dortmund, Gladbach was only in the last quarter of the table and they hadn't 
scored a single goal in an away match. 


On Friday, 4th October, ! read in a newspaper "Australian will save Gladbach". 
After the 1-2 loss against Bayern Munich in the German Cup, Borussia urgently needed a 
new forward. But nobody, including the experts, knew a player called Damian Mori. 
| thought to myself - hey, hey - there is only one Aussie soccer expert in Germany - that's 
me!! So | send faxes to some newspapers, that | have the whole story of Damian's life and 
also photos. A few hours later the telephone from my home, my work and from my wife is 
ringing without a break. A big German newspaper picked me up from my work and took me 


‘to the sports department. Okay, I told them, | can help you out, but don't use the same old 


headlines like “A kangaroo in the league". So for the first few days, everything was from 
me, what you can read about Mori in the newspapers. 


A day later | called Gladbach's manager Rolf Russmann. He told me that he and coach 
Krauss saw Mori just 30 minutes on a video, and that's enough to loan him for the rest of the 
season. 

"We looked from Brazil to Croatia and Norway, but we found nothing. So we saw that 
video from the Simba Cup in South Africa and we wanted Mon. So we phoned across 
Australia and our telephone bill was higher than the price we had to pay for Damian, around 
400,000 german marks. | sent faxes at 5pm because | wanted Mori for the weekend 
against 1860 Munich, but the German Ambassador in Melbourne was closed, so we got no 
visa for him" Russmann said. 

After a 30 hour flight from Melbourne with stops in Singapore and Amsterdam, Damian 
arrived on Monday (7:10) in Gladbach, with the ctub preferring nobody to see Mori. 

He gets four bodyguards (at 25 marks per hour) to hold all the reporters away from him, and 
the first training session the next day was behind closed doors. It was the first time in 31 
years that had happened in the Bundesliga. 


“lam very happy to play in Gladbach. The team is technically very strong, its a big 
difference from soccer in Australia. The people were very friendly here, but at the moment I 
am just tired, because of the nine hours time difference" Mori said on Tuesday. 

On Friday the 11th Mori made his debut for Borussia, in Freiburg. Gladbach tost 0-1 
(halftime 0-0) against ten men. Damian played just the first half. There was not much to 
see of him. After the game he said on television “The Bundesiiga is much faster and harder 
and {| have to get used to it”. 

After the home debacle against Monaco (2-4) in the UEFA Cup, Gladbach met Hansa 
Rostock, 2-0 (0-0). Mori played again just the first half, also not very good, No one played 
the ball to him. The other forwards are individualist, like the Swede Petterson and the Pole 
Juskowiak (who blitzed Australia in Barcelona). Then Gladbach loaned Martin Dahtin back 
from Rama (where he was only sitting on the bench) for the rest of the season. This will 
make it even tougher for Mori to break into the first team. In the next match, Gladbach lost 
0-5 at Stuttgart. Mori came on in the 63rd minute, but didn't get a single chance. 


Mark Schwarzer is still the second keeper behind Andreas Reinke at Kaiserslautern, who commu. 
are leading the second division. But maybe he is going to England. Mark had an invitation ‘sxé2 yas 
from Manchester City for a training session, but the first choice ‘keeper at MC is also a = bio i 
German, Eike Immel. At the end of the season, Immel wants to go back to Germany. But ss 
two days before that training session, Reinke had a bad injury, so everyone thought - That's 
Mark's chance! But Kaiserslautern coach Otte Rehagel (ex Bremen and Munich) recalled 
the 37 year old goalkeeper coach Gerry Ehrmann as the substitute. 

So Schwarzer will be only the second choice again, behind this old man. But that's not all. 
Kaiserslautem did not allow Mark to move to England. A few years ago, Schwarzer was 
close to being Australia's national No 1, now he is just one of many unknown players in 
Europe. In the last two and a half years, Schwarzer played only six games in the German 
League. The friendly young boy and hero from the Canada game in 1993 destroyed his 
own successful future by following the other Socceroos to Europe. 


Stephen Predny has just about had enough of certain SBS experts... 


Dear SU, 

| and a few of my friends in the last twelve months have slowly come to the realisation 
that Johnny Warren and Les Murray , who call themselves “gurus” of the world game, are in 
fact narrow minded, ill-informed spectators who really are only interested in their own short 
term survival in the commercial world of sport. 

Anyone who watches “On The Ball" or “Soccer on Monday” must realise that when 
Johnny Warren spends five minutes lambasting Hill and Venables on "that" appointment and 
then asks viewers to show their approval or disapproval of the appointment, you are going 
to get a majority of people siding with Johnny's opinion - basically because they're not given 
facts, just an opinion. Another classic example of this was when they asked people to vote 
on who they thought should be the new national coach. Here they were parading names in 
front of our faces. Seems to me they were already laying the bait- we'll give you the choices 
of who we think should be the new national coach, so go ahead and vote for one of our 
choices. 

Think about it. They're telling you who you should vote for and inferring how you should 
vote. This isn’t constructive, objective criticism they are giving viewers so that viewers can 
make up their own minds. This is controlled manipulation putting viewers inside to their point 
of view and not allowing for free thinking. 


The charade that Johnny Warren passes off intelligent, constructive criticism is surely 
brought to light when he utters such ridiculous comments as: 
i) Zoran owns half the team ie. Socceroos. 
ii) that David Hill was responsible for the debacle at the ABC concerning the programming of 
soccer (find out the facts Johnny). 
iii) the appointment of Venables will encourage more youngsters to head overseas - this 
third statement in light of Johnny's new found approval of the exportation of players because 
it allows for the new up and comers fo get a chance eg. Kasey Wehrman. 


Les Murray's editorial on "On The Ball" on Sunday 24th November, was a mish-mash of 
verbal histrionics meant to appeal. He said soccer in this country was more than a sport 
grappling with an identity crisis - it was fragmented and divisive with the only true uniting 
force being the Socceroos. If they make it to France '98 and performed well, only Venables 
would be remembered, an Englishman not an Australian, and hence the chance to further 
enhance the game to alt Australians would be lost. Nice try Les - but what are you telling 
me? The game should still flounder along, being divisive and fragmented, as long as we 
have an Australian coach who has experienced all the divisiveness and fragmentation and 
realises how important it is that we all unite under the banner of the Socceroos and 
everything will be alright? 

Dear oh dear Les, what about the fragmentation and divisiveness - do you think it will 
just go away? And do you think that after France '98 we won't have these particular 
elements still present in our sport? Well Les tell me - you're the one blowing off all the hot 
air - maybe you have some answers. Perhaps you could answer a few of my questions: 

i} do you have a vision for the game? 

ii) do you know how to solve the divisiveness and fragmentation? 

iii} can you produce a better coach with better qualifications, more expertise, a higher 
profite, a great PR man, for the same amount of money? 


Well Les, if you have given answers to these three questions , then I've missed them . 
You see the trouble is Les, and Johnny for that matter, have had it too good for too long in 
their cushy jobs and | think it's about time they put up or shut up. ff they can do a better job 
than David Hill or Terry Venables then it's about time they put their hands up and became 
involved. | doubt they would though, they've become too involved with their own kind. 


Clubs with ethnic identities, supporters and committees have been their bread and butter 
- they haven't really become invalved with the grass roots of the sport - the mums and dads 
of Australia and their kids. If they did they would see a vast majority of people who have 
been neglected and become soccer illiterate, high and dry without local teams to follow, 
without purpose and hence without any knowledge, love or respect for the sport. 

If Johnny and Les have had a part to play in this, in which they undoubtedly have, then they 
must take part of the blame - don't go and blame Hill or Venables, they are just newcomers 
to their jobs. 

So Les and Johnny, to make a {ot of fuss about the appointment of a coach that you 
don't approve of, really opens up a can of worms when you consider your inaction on some 
of the more fundamental issues and problems that face our game. You are both 
grandstanding on a minor issue. 

| believe you have a responsibility to give precise, correct and unbiased information to 
the viewers and let the viewers decide their own opinions for themselves. Hopefully you will 
show a more responsible attitude to decisions taken by Soccer Australia. As you said Les, 
they are there to administer the game - you're not. So bite the bullet, swallow your pride, 
put the dummy back in and stop bitching. 


P.S. To Les and Johnny: I've heard the producers of the new film "Grumpiest Old Men" are 
tooking for two new stars - | suggest you apply. 


Next up is Cameron Atfield who had an early clue regarding the national 
coaching position. 


Dear SU, 

[just thought | should let you know about something | heard on Pat McErlean's soccer 
show on 4TAB (1008am) at the ridiculously early time of Sam on Sunday's (Oct 13) morning. 
While supporting Hill & co, | found what George Negus had to say quife disturbing. When 
McErlean pressed Negus on the issue of Eddie Thomson's coaching position, he suggested 
that Zoran Matic would make a great replacement (my sentiments exactly), to which Negus 
replied that his ethnic background can all but rule him out as it would be too un-Australian. 1 
nearly fell out of my bed (what? - you expect me to be up and about at 67), What makes a 
Scotsman more Australian than a Serb? Frankly, | was bloody disgusted when he said that, 
along with a ‘nigger in the woodpile’ comment he made. 

While | don't believe that ethnics should have their own soccer teams, | sure as hell don't 
think that they should be excluded from our great game. To knock back a legend like Zoran 
because he has a funny accent (yeah, like Thommo doesn't) really stinks. | hope this view 
is not shared elsewhere in SocAus, 


Peter Bayliss has some comments about the phasing out of transfer fees. 


Dear SU, 

The abolition of transfer fees within Australia for players out of contract will take place 
over a three year period. The reason given for three years is that this will protect the 
investment of the clubs. Transfer fees will still be payable if the time limit on the contract 


has not expired. What effect will this produce? Who are the winners and losers? ie —— 
The abolition of transfer fees will not create or destroy any money, but will redistribute pane 


the existing money. The present flow of money is that NSL clubs buy player contracts from 
state league clubs. Therefore, the totaf money received by players of NSL clubs will be 
higher; whereas the total money received by players of state league clubs will be lower. The 
net result may be more full time professional players. 


e 
e 


Will there be greater movement of players as their contracts nun out? Just before 1960 
FIFA abolished the retention of amateur players by clubs. The net effect of this abolition 
was that there was no more movement of players than normal. A player, who states you 
made me play for you, can become unhappy. Such a player is a disruptive influence and 
may negatively affect other players within the club. Both the player and the club are better 
off if they part company. 


+ 


And finally, something a little different... 


Hi 'SU', 

Thought that you might like the following. 

| decided to go to the South press conference, here's what happened. Another yellow card 
perhaps....... 


Tuesday night - Angie tells me the press conference is at 11.30am, Friday. 


Friday - 11.05am arrive Social Club. Table is set up on stage, with jugs of water and 
glasses and a microphone in the middle. Ask bartender if the press conference is stilt on. 
She goes and gets the catering manager, who comes over and tells me it is at 12:30 pm. 
Cool no problem, I'll just go for a walk to kill time. 


12.00pm - Back at the Social Club, a few people have begun to gather. The kitchen is 
getting busy. 

12.30pm.....still no sign..... Angie and Micky P have begun to gather. Some people begin to 
have lunch. Big bosses arrive from South's offices... 

1.00pm........ More lunches.....1.30pm..waiting..... Coffee...........2,.00pm........ stil no press 
conference...... waiting. 

At 2.10pm, another waitress comes over to my table and says that the press conference 
has been called off. Angie did his interviews over the phone. 


! sat there all this time, and not one person could come up and tell me it was cancelled. 
3 @*%&ing hours. 


Ed Note: SU received this fax on the afternoon of November 15, The editor has decided 
against publishing the author's name, not af his request, but because we don't want to see 
that person harassed by club officials. 


Subscribe! it's cheaper than you think.... 


' Yep, it's only $16 for six issues or $30 for twelve. Make sure you don't miss 
a single issue of Australian soccer's best kept secret. For the past two years 
we've kept ail our readers up-to-date will all the news, views, reviews and 
rumours, and with our contributors list expanding all the time, it makes sense 
to get a cheque or money order off as soon as possible. 

Read what the REAL fans think, the fans who have to PAY to watch the 
game, the fans who travel ridiculous distances to watch 0-0 draws, the fans 
who will ultimately decide whether the A-League goes fully professional, 

Send your name, address and comments to: 


Studs Up - P O Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


Oh, and don't forget your money! 


BULLETIN BOARD 


Another ‘A ie Fanzine' available! 


Tony Moran and a few mates have started producing what we believe to be 
Queensland's only fanzine ‘The Farr Post’. The first two issues are available now with the 
second issue featuring a Bruce Stowell interview, as well as the usual finger-pointing, 
decision-questioning, tongue-in-cheek humour normally associated with all good fanzines. 
If you're keen for a look you can grab a copy by sending $2 to - 


Sports Print, P O Box 478, Bulimba QLD 4171 


And 'When r mes’ ! 


Yep, the classic English ‘club-neutral’ fanzine is now available in Oz, through Sports Print 
at the above address. A 12 month subscription is $55, but if you want to check out a copy 
first, contact SP, as they're negotiating to get some evaluation copies in fram the UK. 'SU' 

can only say that ‘WSC’ is one of the best soccer reads around. How they come up with 
some of the ideas for articles is best left unknown... 





Oz programmes sought after in England 
| am seeking programmes from matches involving Australia, in particular the recent 
matches played in Chile and Saudi Arabia. The reason for my interest is that Steve 
Corica plays for the club | support (Wolves). | would therefore be interested in any 
photos, material etc relating to Corica. Hope you can help. 
Larry Ryder, 39 Essex Chase, Priorsgate, Priorslee, Telford, TF29ST, England 


Got nothing on New Years Eve? Ella! 
No, this has got nothing to do with nudists. It's just a short notice to let you 
know that South Melbourne will be holding a NYE bash in the Champions 
Sports Bar (BJS). For $50 you get all the beer and wine you can guzzle, plus a 


menu which includes artichoke hearts, salted sardines, pickled octopus, BBQ 
octopus, chicken/pork souvlaki, spicy Greek sausages, pastourmas, gyros, 
tiramisu, french fries and stacks of other goodies, 
There will also be a "Greek band playing all your favourite dance tunes". 
Ring the club on 9645-9797 for further details. 





Melbourne Sports Books 


9 Elizabeth St, Melbourne 


Phone (03) 9621-1211 Ph: Fax (03) 9621-1383 
Trading Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30-5:30 Fri 9:30-7:00 Sat 9:30 - 5:30 
Venables: The Inside Story by Harry Harris & Steve Curry- $40 bacon Ande 
Captain Socceroo - The Paul Wade story with Kyle Patterson - $20 eezd 
Frank Arok - My Beloved Socceroos - $20 
Don Campbell - Everything you won't find in the Stewart Report - $20 


Look out for..... 


DECEMBER 
15-SBS 8:30pm (8:00 in Adelaide) - The Hillmen - If you didn't see it the first time, make 
sure you catch this special re-screening. The doco follows the story of Clifton Hill 
United and their attempts to broaden their recruiting base. Some scenes are painfully 
accurate!!! 
6 - African Cup Winners Cup Final 2nd leg - Arab Contractors (Egypt) v Sodigraf (Zaire) 
43 - African Champions Cup 2nd leg - Zamalek (Egypt) v Shooting Stars (Nigeria) : 
21 - Marconi host UTS in one of the season's biggest fixtures, while Brisbane fans get to 

~ see Collingwood for the first time. 


1997 


JANUARY 

4+ Brisbane host Sydney United in what will almost certainly be first against second, 
and keep an eye out for the new Australian coach, or would he rather watch 
Collingwood & South Melbourne at Bob Jane? 


THE OPTUS WORLD SOCCER SERIES 


ion tournament - ia, New Zealan h Kor 


Sat Jan 18 - double header (Bob Jane Stadium, Melbourne) 





Wed Jan 22 - double header (Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane) 
Sat Jan 25 - double header (Sydney Football Stadium) 
BE THERE! PLEASE!! .; 





MARCH 


China expected on these shores for a two match series (in Canberra and Brisbane?} 


And if you're planning a European holiday... 


APRIL 

9 - European Champions League Semi Final ist legs 

23 - European Champions League Semi Final 2nd legs 

30 - Loads of Euro WC qualifiers to check out 

AND the Oceania U-17 qualifiers take place to decide who goes to Egypt in September 


MAY 

7 - UEFA Cup Final - 1st leg 

11 - Final Saturday of the English Premier league 
14 - European Cup-Winners Cup Final 

21 - UEFA Cup Final - 2nd leg 

24 - Final Saturday of the French league 

28 - European Champions Cup Finat 

31 - Final Saturday of the German league 


JUNE 

7/8 - Loads more Euro WC ties 

15 - Final Sunday of the Italian league 
22 - Final Sunday of the Spanish league 


